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News Round 
by Martin Knight

When writing my review a year ago, I expressed optimism that 2021 would see 
us resuming a fairly full programme of activities. Sadly, that has turned out not 
to be the case and we can only report on one church tour which took place 
on a stunning late summer’s day under the management of the redoubtable 
Michael Hodges. It was also gratifying that Ride & Stride was also able to take 
place now under the expert guidance of Keith Rayward.

It soon became clear that our planned activities for the first half of the year 
would have to be scrapped. But we remained optimistic that the summer party 
and July tour would happen as they were scheduled to take place after the 21 
June  'breakout' day. But we all know about the delay - and it was not to be.

Technology helped us a little and we managed to hold our Annual Meeting 
and Lecture on-line and were inspired by Izaak Hudson, the chief architect of 
Salisbury Cathedral who made us realise the extent of the work that goes into 
maintaining and developing our great cathedrals.

The work of the Trust also continued and it was able to distribute over another 
£70,000 to help the county’s beautiful churches.

As usual, you will find detailed reports on those of our activities that did take 
place during the year and also articles put together by some of our other well 
known contributors. As usual the editorial team of Caroline Keevil and her 
daughter kt have done an excellent job in putting together this report. Our 
grateful thanks go to all of them.

I would also like to thank formally two of our committee members who have 
decided to retire. Diana Beattie and Diana Matthews-Duncan have both been 
on board since the founding of the Friends over 12 years ago and their contri-
butions and enthusiasm for the cause have been much valued and 
appreciated. 

In the present climate we still cannot be sure about what activities we will 
be able to pursue in 2022 but we have planned a full programme and very 
much hope that these come to fruition so that we can continue to support our 
churches and enjoy each others’ company once again. 

Legacies

Please remember the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust in your Will. 
The Registered Charity number of the WHCT is 1075598.
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Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust Grants

The following grants were awarded by the Trustees in June 2021:  

 

 

Project
Roof 

Roof and rainwater goods

Roof

Tower

Walls

£ Grant
£6000

£1000 + 
£1500 
HCCT

£1500

£5000

£1000

Church
All Saints, Farley

St John the Baptist, Swindon

St Barnabus, Gorse Hill, 
Swindon

St Mary, Purton

St John the Evangelist, Studley

Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust 
Treasurer’s report

For the year ended 31st March 2021
by Fiona Lawley, Hon. Treasurer

The Trust’s other significant income 
was raised by the annual Ride & Stride 
sponsored event which totalled
£41,253 including gift and donations 
(2020: £55,500).

Dividend and interest income 
was £14,193 for the year (2020: 
£13,900).

Donations from parishes were £2,734 
in the year (2020: £3,970).

The full independently examined 
financial statements for the year 
ended 31st March 2021 are available 
to view and download from the 
Charity Commission website www.
charitycommission.gov.uk – search 
using WHCT’s Registered Charity 
Number 1075598

The net assets of the Trust stood at 
£547,018 at the year end, an increase 
of £125,286 from the previous year. 
This amount consisted of unrestricted 
funds of £423,726 and the Hartham 
Church Charitable Trust (HCCT) 
restricted fund of £123,291.

The gross income of the Trust for the 
year was £104,986, a slight decrease 
compared to the previous year of 
£107,507. 

The Friends made a surplus of £59,859 
(2020: £24,700). This comprised £16,795 
from membership fees and Gift Aid, 
£4,508 after expenses from fundraising 
activities, £19,781 from donations, 
book sales of £324, Christmas card 
sales of £3,451 and legacies totalling 
£15,000. 
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TOTAL: £24,874.00 plus £1,500 HCCT

The following grants were awarded by the Trustees in November 2021

Walls

Guttering and rainwater goods

Lightning conductor

Windows

Windows

Ceiling battens

Norman Font

Kitchenette and doors

£1000

£1000 

£1500

£1000

£1000

£2000

£474

£2400

Upavon Baptist Chapel, 
Upavon

Bearfield Church, Bradford on 
Avon

St Margaret, Yatton Keynell

Emanuel URC, Haydon Wick

Holy Trinity, Shaw, Swindon

St Nicholas, East Grafton

St Mary, Nettleton and Burton 

St James, North Newnton

Church
Christ Church, Warminster

St Mary, Steeple Ashton 

St Peter, Winterbourne Stoke

St Michael and All Angels, 
Figheldean

Holy Trinity, Tidworth

St Michael and All Angels, 
Shalbourne

St Nicholas, Fyfield

St Francis, Sailsbury

St Andrews, Newton Tony

St Andrews, Etchilhampton

St James the Great, Dauntsey

St Mary the Virgin, Great 
Bedwyn

Holy Cross, Seend

St George, Semington

Project
Tower and Louvres

Roof

Roof

Roof

Roof

Rainwater Goods

Drainage System

Soakaway

Vestry Walls

Bellcote

Medieval Glass

Windows

Windows

Windows

£ Grant
£1500

£4000

£3000

£2000

£2000

£2000

£3000

£2000

£1000

£1300

£2000

£3000

£2000

£1500
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TOTAL: £44,000.00 plus £1,800 HCCT      2021 TOTAL: £72,174

St George, Preshute

St Mary the Virgin, West Dean

Christ Church, Shaw

St Paul, Chippenham

St Augustine, Even Swindon

St George, Fovant

Ceiling

Floor

Plasterwork

Heating and Floor

Heating

Historic Organ

£1000

£2500

£3000

£3200 + 
£1800 
HCCT

£3000

£1000

Hartham Church Charitable Trust Fund

The grants made by the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust are not large but have 
provided important encouragement to local congregations working hard to 
maintain and enhance their churches and chapels. Any applicant churches or 
chapels that stand out for their contribution to advancing the Christian religion
may also be considered by the Trustees for an additional grant from the
Hartham Church Charitable Trust Fund (HCCT Fund). Trustee decisions on WHCT 
and HCCT grants in 2021 have made a substantive contribution to the Church 
in Wiltshire.

Website News
by Nigel Jackson

The Trust has advanced its website 
and digital services to ensure 
effectiveness during the second year 
of the Covid pandemic. Changes 
have been introduced quickly and in 
a measured way to allow everyone to 
enjoy new offerings. 

• A Trust YouTube Charity account 
was opened to enable us to present 
Trust videos. The Lord Lieutenant's 
recorded video start of the Ride and 
Stride fund raising event in September 
was posted on the website, social 
media channels and issued by email 
link to all participants. It was viewed 
around 600 times, ubiquitously across 

Wiltshire. The leading actor Simon 
Russell Beale promoted Ride and 
Stride and read Andrew Motion's 
poem 'For Now' in YouTube videos 
that were made widely available. 
The Friends Annual Lecture by Izaak 
Hudson, the Architect of Salisbury 
Cathedral, was presented on Zoom 
and made available on request in a 
YouTube video.
• A new Donation Button, linked 
directly to a new Trust Charity PayPal 
account, has been added to the 
website. Donations can be made 
online direct from personal bank 
cards and gift aid can be added. 
Purchases of Brian Woodruffe's book
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Parish Churches of Wiltshire can be 
made online too.  
• Enquiries through the Trust website 
come from across the world - the 
website content is constantly updated 
and clearly of wide interest.
• Development of the Trust website 
and social media has continued to 
enhance the Grant Application and 
Award process and reduce associ-
ated cost to the applicant and Trust.
• Communication and 
administration of the Ride and Stride

fundraising event has been largely
delivered online, making involvement
much easier and action quicker. 

Trustees have met for the past two 
years on Zoom video conferences, 
with a welcome return to a physical
meeting in November 2021. The 
advances in the Trust website, digital 
services and ways of working will be 
optimised in 2022. Great attention is 
paid by Trustees to the protection of 
personal data and security.

Future Events

The future remains uncertain but it is hoped the following events will take place:

Saturday 5 March 2022
Winter Lecture: 'Salisbury Cathedral: James Wyatt the Destroyer?’ by 
Christopher Rogers.

Saturday 26 March 2022
Annual Meeting and Guest Lecture: The challenge facing our church buildings 
by Luke March, Chairman National Churches Trust.

Friday 22 April 2022
Church Tour. Marlborough/Pewsey area to be led by John Osborne. See page 
22 pre visit taster.

Mid to late May 2022
Proposed tour of Bath Abbey and other churches to be led by Christopher 
Rogers.

Sunday 19 June 2022
Summer party at Chisenbury Priory, preceded by choral evensong.

Early July 2022
Proposed tour of churches in the Warminster area to be led by Brian Woodruffe.

Saturday 3 September 2022
Proposed tour of churches to be led by Michael Hodges 

Saturday 10 September 2022
Ride + Stride

Further details of all these events will be announced in due course.
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Report on the Annual General Meeting & Lecture
On Zoom

Wednesday 14th April 2021 
by David Evans

Annual General Meeting
The meeting was held by Zoom at 
11.00am on Wednesday 14th April, 
2021, with Martin Knight in the chair.
The meeting began with a minute’s 
silence introduced by Sarah 
Troughton, the Lord Lieutenant of 
Wiltshire, in honour of HRH Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, who had 
died on April 9th. The silence was 
followed by a brief tribute in which she 
recalled the Duke’s powerful 
personality and especially his 
determination to remain positive 
("Just get on with it") and his sense of 
humour. She mentioned too the 
Duke’s strong Christian faith, apparent 
in his many visits to Mt Athos. 

The Chairman then gave a brief 
review of the Friends’ activities during 
the past year. Most of the usual 
activities had had to cease, but 
money for Wiltshire churches had 
been raised by means of an appeal 
to Friends, a popular quiz in which 
participants had to identify churches 
from photographs and the sale of 
Christmas cards. Thanks to Charles 
Graham and Nigel Jackson, Ride and 
Stride had gone ahead. Altogether, 
the income of the Trust had not been 
too severely reduced and it had 
been possible to give £33,000 to 17 
churches.

Looking to the future, the Chairman 
expected church tours to resume in 

late June and he hoped for a 
successful Annual Social Event at 
Chisenbury Priory in July. He urged 
churches in need of financial help to 
apply for grants. He also appealed for 
suitable pictures for future Christmas 
cards.

The Chairman ended by expressing 
his thanks to Caroline Keevil and her 
daughter, kt Keevil Whitehead who 
had produced the admirable Annual 
Report, and by introducing Izaak 
Hudson, Architect for Salisbury 
Cathedral, who had kindly agreed 
to give a talk, originally planned for 
last year, the 800th anniversary of the 
foundation of the cathedral, about its 
programme of repairs and restoration.

The Annual Lecture with Izaak Hudson
Izaak Hudson has been the chief 
architect of the cathedral since 2015. 
In his talk he aimed to describe the 
programme of repairs and 
conservation which he has been 
directing and to convey the nature of 
the challenges which the programme 
has presented to the architect and 
the stonemasons who have carried it 
out.

In 2015 a major programme of 
restoration had already been under 
way for thirty years. Work was 
proceeding eastwards and had 
reached the gable of the high choir, 
where much of the stonework was in
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to avoid distorting the colours or lines 
of the design when seen from below.

Work had also been carried out on 
the chapels at the easternmost end of 
the cathedral. This was the first part of 
the cathedral to be built and also the 
most neglected in previous 
restorations. The 19th century lead 
roof was found to be in good 
condition, but much of the stonework 
needed to be renewed, because the 
cathedral is in a frost pocket and is 
much exposed to high winds. Mr 
Hudson drew attention to work done 
on the buttresses, each with 
parallel four set-offs designed to 
reduce weathering. In renewing them, 
the masons carefully copied a variety 
of ingenious ways of rounding the 
corners invented by the original 
builders. Occasionally, where the

poor condition. Enthusiasm and 
money seem to have run out by the 
time the restorers of the 19th century 
reached this area and the passage of 
time had revealed serious 
weaknesses. Some of the Chilmark 
stone had crumbled away and the 
Ashburton stone used in the 19th 
century instead of Purbeck had 
deteriorated. Alarming photos 
showed stone reduced to powder 
and a tall spirelet which rocked 
when lightly pushed. Fortunately, the 
masons have a good local source of 
stone at Chicksgrove and Purbeck 
marble is also available. Mr Hudson 
made clear the immense care taken 
by the masons at every stage of their 
work: in selecting and cutting the 
stone, in making precise templates to 
ensure that sections would fit together 
and in making clay maquettes to 
guide the carvers where the work was 
especially complex. The Moses 
Window of the eastern gable had 
occasioned particular difficulties. It 
was necessary to erect secondary 
glazing in order to protect the painted 
glass, but great care had to be taken

Clay Maquettes

Lead
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original design could no longer be 
retrieved, the masons had an 
opportunity to invent their own details: 
we were shown a wyvern with a 
fearsome claw and a lion sticking out 
its tongue.

The programme of work initiated in 
the 1980s should be completed in the 
next couple of years. The 
building, however, has still to be 
adapted to meet the requirements of 
the 21st century. Already, solar panels 
have been installed on the roof of the 
south range of the cloisters in order 
to improve the sustainability of the 
cathedral. Such tasks are
complicated, since the view of the 
cathedral cannot be compromised. 
These panels make only a small 
contribution towards meeting the 
huge energy requirements of the 
cathedral. The next step will be the 
installation of solar panels on the rest 
of the cloisters and then the 
possibilities of sourcing heat from the 
ground by means of pumps are likely 
to be investigated.

Recently, plans to improve visitor 
access to the cathedral have been 
implemented. The absence of visitors 
thanks to Covid restrictions provided 

an opportunity to improve the access 
ramp in order to make the cathedral 
fully accessible to users of 
wheelchairs. More space has been
provided for visitors and a new 
welcome desk accommodating three 
receptionists has been provided. 
Eventually, this desk, made of wood, 
may be replaced by a stone structure.

We are most grateful to Mr Hudson for 
his excellent talk, admirably illustrated 
with interesting photos and 
video-clips. He enabled us better to 
appreciate the recent works at 
Salisbury Cathedral, while also 
providing us with more general insights 
into the challenges faced by all those 
charged with the preservation and 
enhancement of our ecclesiastical 
heritage. 

Wyvern

Cathedral carvings
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Tour of churches around Dorset
led by Michael Hodges

Saturday 18th September 2021
by Martin Knight

After a gap of 2 years some 20 of 
us were delighted and privileged to 
explore a group of churches in east 
Dorset under the expert guidance of 
Michael Hodges. What a day it turned 
out to be: a beautiful sunny late 
summer’s day.

On following the directions to our first 
port of call, we passed the 
beautiful grounds of Milton Abbey 
school. Goal posts firmly in place 
rather than what should have been 
pupils in white applying willow to 
leather. Little did we know that the 
Abbey had played a significant part 
in the history of the pretty church of 
All Saints, Hilton, nearby.

The Benedictine Abbey was supressed 
in 1539, first becoming a country 
house and then a school. The church 
there survived and several artifacts 
from the rest of the Abbey were 
installed in neighbouring All Saints.

After admiring the handsome 15thC 
ashlar stone tower and the windows 
on the south and east which almost 

certainly came from Milton Abbey, 
we entered the church through a 
fine vaulted 15thC porch, strangely 
pushed into the south aisle. Although 
the Shell guide calls this ‘a terribly 
over-restored church with parquet 
floor, cement walls, pitch-pine and 
cathedral glass’, Michael was able to 
show us several things of interest.

Besides the pretty 17thC pulpit and 
12thC black Purbeck marble font, the 
most striking was a set of 12 painted 
panels. These are 7ft tall wooden 
panels depicting the apostles dating 
from around 1500. They are regarded 
as the finest panels in the diocese and 
were removed from a screen at Milton 
Abbey during Wyatt’s late 18thC 
restoration there.

Inspired by our appetiser, we 
departed for our next stop whilst 
also noticing an unusual gravestone 
wrapped with a chain and anchor: 
clearly a sailor who loved the sea.
We made our way to the village car 
park in Bere Regis and wove our 
way through a housing estate to the 
church of St John the Baptist which 
has been called the most attractive in 
Dorset. Whether it is or not, it is 
remarkably pretty with its 16thC tower 
in chequer work of flint and stone. 

Here there is a strong association with 
the Turberville family who came over 
with William the Conqueror and 

Fan vaulted porch roof
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On entering the church, we were 
immediately struck by the stunning 
ceiling: the finest timber roof in Dorset. 
It is believed to have been put there 
by Cardinal Morton in 1475 in 
memory of his father and mother. Built 
of carved and painted wood with its 
mass of colour, it has great bosses and 
12 remarkable projecting figures of 
the apostles in 15thC costume. In the 
central bosses are Cardinal Morton, 
his coat of arms, and a red rose and a 
cord to symbolise the marriage he 
arranged between Elizabeth of York 
and Henry Tudor, thereby ending the 
Wars of the Roses.

We experienced a slight anti-climax 
after the roof but there were still some 
other interesting features. For instance, 
the capitals on the Norman arcade
have unusual carvings: a small dog 
biting a wolf’s ears, a man displaying 
the agony of toothache and several 
others. In the south Turberville chapel 
there are some battered 16thC 
Purbeck monuments which Hardy 
described as defaced and broken 
with rivet holes remaining like marten 
holes in a sand cliff.

The next stage of our tour involved 
finding lunch and visiting the church 
of St Andrew, Winterborne Tomson. 
This 12thC church is in the care of the 
Churches Conservation Trust and sits 
in a beautiful rural spot with room for 
only about 3 cars beside it. Because 
of this, Michael left us to visit the 
church in our own time and furnished 
us with his set of notes.

Built of flint and stone, it has a tiny 
weatherboarded bell turret. The 

settled in Dorset. Although the family 
became extinct in the 17thC, Thomas 
Hardy borrowed the name for his 
novel Tess of the d’Urbervilles in which 
a dramatic scene takes place in this 
church. Cardinal John Morton who 
became Archbishop of Canterbury 
in 1486 was also from the area. He 
is chiefly known today for ‘Morton’s 
Fork’. Morton would drive a long fork 
into the flesh of his rich citizens until 
they agreed to pay a sum of money 
to the king, at which point he would 
shout ‘Fork Out’. It was a very clever 
policy except when Morton put the 
fork in too far.

Bere Regis

Turberville window
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After our pub and picnic lunches we 
convened at St Mary, Long Crichel, 
again in another beautiful secluded 
location. This church was declared 
redundant in 2003 and is now vested 
in the Friends of Friendless Churches. 
This body was founded by the great 
and the good in 1957. It acquires 
churches of merit that the Churches 
Conservation Trust is unable to take 
on. 

For centuries the village of Long 
Crichel belonged to the Sturt 
family who resided until recently at 
their 18thC house at nearby Moor 
Crichel. We could see Long Crichel 
House, to the east of the church, 
which is undergoing restoration. It was 
formally a rectory and was sold in 
1945 to three bachelors: the music 
critics Eddy Sackville- West and 
Desmond Shawe-Taylor, and Eardley 
Knollys who worked for the National 
Trust and was a great friend of James 
Lees-Milne. Other well-known 
individuals came and went and the 
house and its occupants featured 
frequently in various diaries.

The outside of the church was notable 
for its bright red tiled roof. Inside, one 
was struck by the length of the nave. 
The transepts contain the family 
chapel to the Sturts on the south 
side and what was intended to be a 
schoolroom on the north. The 
collection of ceilings with their
timbered panels and reticulated 
tracery appear straight out of a 
fashionable drawing room and 
strongly reinforce the secular feeling 
that Pevsner noted. There are various 
medieval survivals from the earlier

interior is simple, bright and beautiful 
with limestone walls. One is immedi-
ately struck by the superb pale oak 
box pews which were added, togeth-
er with the three decker pulpit, in the 
18thC by William Wake, then Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. A wagon roof 
was added in the 16thC and ‘Tudor’ 
windows in the 17thC .

In 1931 the church was nearly derelict 
causing the Society for the 
Preservation of Ancient Buildings to 
pay for repairs by selling its 
collection of Thomas Hardy 
manuscripts for £1000. We are the 
lucky beneficiaries of this 
preservation as it is a wonderful place 
to visit, described by Simon Jenkins as 
a little gem – and rightly so.

Winterborne Tomson exterior

Winterborne Tomson interior
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church: the 15thC font, the tiny brass 
of 1360 in the sanctuary and, most 
interestingly, a carving of Noah’s Ark 
set in a niche on the north wall with 
animals peeping through windows. As
we left, the caretaker came to join us 
and was very pleased to point out her 
newly discovered Green Man on the 
north wall to compliment that already 
on the exterior wall.

Finally, we arrived at Wimborne St 
Giles, looking serene with its village 
green, lush trees and almshouses, next 
to which is the church of St Giles.

Since much of the church is hidden by 
the almshouses, we were astonished 
to find such wide interior on entering. 
The church is inextricably linked with 
the Earls of Shaftesbury, beside whose 
estate gates it stands. Built in 1732, the 
church is a pure classical design with 
its west tower probably incorporating
fabric from its medieval predecessor. It 
has undergone several refurbishments 
over the years. The great Victorian 
architect, G F Bodley, redecorated 
the church in 1886-7 but most of his 
work was destroyed by fire in 1908. The 
equally great Ninian Comper, the last 
of the great Gothic Revival architects, 

was then called upon to redecorate. 
We were able to witness his sumptuous 
furnishings. The greatest of these is 
undoubtedly the fantastic rood screen 
which strikes you as soon as you enter: 
very high and stretching right across 
the nave and aisles. Figures of the 
apostles stand under slender hoods 
and a rood above, flanked by St 
Mary and St John, each standing on 
a dragon. The church warden had 
kindly unlocked the screen for us and 
we were able to examine the fine 
altar, reredos and the huge amount of 
stained glass in greater detail. Almost 
all Comper’s windows depict biblical 
characters but also include a 
baldacchino displaying the seven 
aspects of the Holy Spirit: wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, ghostly 
strength, knowledge, true godliness 
and fear. 

Michael also pointed out the many 
monuments to the Ashley-Cooper 
family and also the tall cover over the 
font which with its gold and sky blue 
colours is a memorial to 9th Earl of 
Shaftesbury and two of his sisters.
The church warden showed us the 
simple, and relatively small, chalice. 
The story goes that Elizabeth I 
collected all the large and ornate 
chalices from around the country. 
Deciding they were too ornate for the 
time, she had them recast into smaller, 
simpler chalices, more appropriate for 
the time. One can only guess what 
happened to the remaining silver!

And there we ended a wonderful tour 
expertly guided by Michael and on 
one of those beautiful late summer 
days that will not easily be forgotten.

St.Giles Wimborne Ninian Comper fittings
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20th and 21st Century Gravestones in Wiltshire 
Churchyards

by Caroline Keevil

I am a churchyard crawler, I am 
looking for delightful pieces of stone 
carving of particularly good quality. 
Through my calligraphic work I have 
made friends with stone carvers over 
the years so here I will lead you round 
some churchyards in Wiltshire that 
have the best examples of their work.

I will start in Clyffe Pypard which 
has one of my favourites. Originally 
carved by Oliver Coe in 1999 for Una 
Dawood. Una was the coordinator for 
crop circle sitings which explains the 
middle symbol. The others are her 
name in Egyptian hieroglyphs, the 
symbol of eternal life and her 
husband’s monogram. Her husband 
Zakaria was added 4 year’s later. It is 
interesting that their son and 
daughter-in-law have no memory of 
any difficulty obtaining a faculty from 
Diocese for this stone, thank 
goodness.

The next stone is Lola & Nikolaus 
Pevsner’s. This was designed by Will

Carter, might have been cut by him, 
might have been cut by David 
Parsley. Will was one of our most 
accomplished carvers of classical 
letters in the 20th century. You may 
have come across his other work as 
the founder, aged 12, of The Rampant 
Lions Press, arguably the finest private 
press of the post war period in the UK. 
He also carved the foundation stone 
of The British Library, many notable 
gravestones elsewhere and he 
designed typefaces. 

From Clyffe Pypard I will take you to 
neighbouring Broad Town where the 
church sits under the eye of a white 
horse.

In 1978 Richard Kindersley cut this 
stone for Frances Banks, daughter of 
the graphic designer Colin Banks and 
Caroline Grigson, who is the daughter 
of Geoffrey by his first wife Frances 

Una Dawood                      Lola & Nikolaus Pevsner

Frances Banks                   Colin Banks
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The Hatchwells
To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die

Geoffrey Grigson’s has not 
weathered well so here is a better 
stone for Geoffrey, cut by Will Carter, 
it is not in Wiltshire but at Pelynt in 
Cornwall.

Mary Hatchwell, expert 
paper-conservator, was Jane 
Grigson’s sister, their maiden name 
was McIntire and they were from 
Sunderland where Geoffrey was a 
professor at the University. Richard 
Hatchwell was a Renaissance man. 
My father, his contemporary, bought 
books from him at Thorps in Guildford. 
His collections of papers and books 
are at Devizes Museum and 
Malmesury’s Athelstan Museum.
In the 1970s & early 1980s these three 
families, Hatchwells, Grigsons and 
Banks were legendary party givers in 
Broad Town and Great Somerford. 
Their common worlds of literature, art 
and design drew many there mainly 
from their Hampstead artistic social 
scene.

Galt (died 1937). It was with Frances 
that Geoffrey founded the poetry 
magazine New Verse. When Colin 
died in 2002 Annet Stirling and Brenda 
Berman of Incisive Lettering cut the 
second slate; they both look towards 
the white horse.

Will Carter, again, cut these three 
stones.  

Geoffrey Grigson
Poet

1905-1985
“The petals of my particular rose have fallen “

I have failed so far to find this amongst 
his writings. But in looking for it I did 
learn that Ben Nicholson sat in the 
window of his Broad Town Farmhouse 
drawing…

Jane Grigson
1928-1990

Wife of Geoffrey Grigson
“Que ma joie demeure “(Jean Giono)
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MASTER LIU HSIU-CHI
1930-94

Pioneer and Professor of Traditional
Chinese medicine

Scholar, teacher, musician
In memory of a life devoted to his studies

Much loved by his family and those who worked 
with him

WALK THE WAY

I would like to take you to Holy Trinity 
Churchyard, Calne for a classic Eric 
Gill but sadly it is in poor condition 
and pretty illegible. It is a big table 
tomb of Portland stone for Sir Charles 
Henry Stuart Rich, Fourth Baronet of 
Shirley, FSA, died 1913. The tomb end 
is carved with his coat of arms.

So in order to get a good Gill image I 
went to the south of Wiltshire to Broad 
Chalke Churchyard and the flat stone 
that Eric Gill cut in 1930 for Christopher 
Wood, artist, who died so young.

Doreen Lilian Lane
1909-1990

A very dear wife, mother and friend
Arthur Wyndham Lane

1908-1997
Mountaineer, much missed father & a kind Chris-

tian gentleman

Happy are the dead who die in Christ.

To Hilmarton to a stone cut by a 
carver of Harriet Frazer’s team, 
Memorials by Artists, founded in 1988 
and now called The Lettering Arts 
Trust. Arthur Lane and his daughter 
Charlotte Liu, friends of mine, were 
one of the earliest people to 
commission a stone from Memorials 
by Artists which has done so much to 
improve the quality of gravestones in 
our churchyards. Charlotte then 
commissioned this stone for her 
husband. It is in Compton Bassett 
churchyard. 

If Ayhan Dawood had no difficulty in 
1998/2002 with Egyptian hieroglyphics, 
Charlotte had to fight for this in 1994. Christopher Wood



THE FRIENDS OF WILTSHIRE CHURCHES ANNUAL REPORT 202117

Ralph Beyer, (Alathea cut by another). 
This is early Beyer, formal Roman 
letters, his fame rests in his wonderful 
free style letters cut for Coventry 
Cathedral in 1956, an inkling of that 
style you can see in Robin Hughes’ 
stone at Bradford-on-Avon, designed 
by Beyer but cut by an assistant in 
1999.

I am now going to West Overton off 
the A4 Beckhampton to Marlborough 
road to a stone cut by Tanja Bolenz for 
Bruce Chivers. This is a sarsen stone, 
Tanja had to use a compressor to 
make an impression on this hardest 
of stones and wrecked her chisels. 
When I asked her to cut another she 
declined gracefully. 

I have no knowledge of who cut Cecil 
Beaton’s fine slate headstone in Broad 
Chalke. (WHCT front cover 2019)

From there to Alvediston so see the 
stone cut by Reynolds Stone for Sir 
Anthony Eden in 1977. This low table 
tomb is beautifully situated and the 
deep deep cutting made my spine 
tingle. Having learnt his letterforms 
at the Cambridge University Press a 
chance encounter with Eric Gill led 
to Gill teaching Reynolds Stone to 
cut letters. He also became a wood 
engraver and designed typefaces.

At Oare where Geoffrey Fry’s stone 
was cut by the legendary letter cutter

Anthony Eden

Cecil Beaton

Geoffrey Fry                       Robin Hughes

Bruce Chivers
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And to finish I will take you just out of 
Wiltshire to Bath not to a 
memorial but to an injunction. John 
Neilson cut the inscription ‘DRAW 
NEAR TO GOD AND HE WILL DRAW 
NEAR TO YOU’ in the pavement and 
on into the church of St Michael’s. 
These letters are so contemporary, 
have been born out of the classic 
Roman Capitals cut by Eric Gill to 
Beyer’s for Fry and Enid, then from 
Beyer’s mature style to John's 
letterforms and the future.

In researching this article I found so 
many more beautifully carved stones, 
no room for them today, and have 
been given ideas and leads to many 
more I did not know of. If the 
membership is interested there is a 
second article to be written another 
day. Feedback please.

That another, was a stone for 
Malcolm Young at Winterbourne 
Bassett. Malcolm had dug this 8ft 
long massive sarsen out of a field at 
his farm, Whyr. He showed it to me 
proudly, I pointed out to him one-third 
had to be sunk in the ground. But both 
Tanja and Geoff Stephenson said no 
to carving it. Finally Geoff carved 
the piece of slate and used stylish 
Pig Nose fixings. But note - Egyptian 
hierglyphics, tick; Chinese symbols, 
tick finally; but a symbol representing 
a prawn - being the motif of Young’s 
Seafood Est.1805 - absolutely not. 
Geoff carved a shrimp. Malcolm's son, 
Richard's stone lies on the grave.

Enid Cox's exquisitely simple stone, at 
Wishford Magna near Wylie, was cut 
by master stone carver John Neilson. I 
pause here, it is emotional & beautiful

Enid Cox

John Neilson - Draw Near

Malcolm Young

Richard Young
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Patrick Reyntiens OBE  1925-2021
by Brian Woodruffe

To mark the Millennium several 
churches in Wiltshire installed new 
stained glass windows. Some were by
local artists – Highworth, Donhead St
Andrew, and Seend by Andrew Taylor, 
Gastard by Tony Bristow of Bath,
Kington Langley and Corston by Peter
Berry of Calne. At St Mary’s in East 
Knoyle, however, an out-county 
designer was selected, and one who 
was regarded as a leading exponent 
in the art of designing and making 
stained glass windows – Patrick 
Reyntiens, from near Ilminster in 
Somerset. His depiction of the Risen 
Christ is an outstanding example of 
contemporary design (Cover). Sadly, 
Patrick died aged 95 in Taunton on 
October 25, 2021, and this is a brief 
review of some of his windows from 
adjacent counties, and a little further 
afield. 

Patrick Reyntiens came to public 
notice when he and the painter John 
Piper created the colossal Baptistery 
window in the new Coventry 
Cathedral which was completed in 
1962 having taken more than three 
years to compose and construct. Its 
195 individual lights set in a deep 
concrete framework were interpreted 
and produced in rich colours by 
Reyntiens from Piper’s cartoons, a 
stupendous task. They went on to 
glaze the lantern in Liverpool’s 
Catholic Cathedral, and add eight 
windows in Eton College chapel.

An artist himself after graduating from

the Edinburgh School of Art, he took 
up a stained glass apprenticeship with 
J E (Eddie) Nuttgens in 
Buckinghamshire and thereby gained 
the technical knowledge needed to 
design and create contemporary
glass. For more than 30 years he 
interpreted and transferred paintings 
by Piper into stained glass windows 
which he admitted had challenged 
him severely; in his 1990 book he 
commented about Piper: ‘… no 
painter stretches his executive 
interpreter more cruelly.’ No 
Piper-Reyntiens windows are to be 
found in Wiltshire’s churches but in the 
Devizes Museum there is one which 
celebrates the archaeological 
landscapes of the county.

Hinton Ampner 
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Together the lights create a drama 
either side of the altar and lift the 
uninspiring east end of this much 
visited church close to the National 
Trust gardens. There are more of his 
dominant blue and green windows at 
Odiham, and in All Saints, Basingstoke, 
a lighter west window filtered with a 
circular pattern can be found.

In Somerset, to where the Reyntiens’
family moved in the 1980s, two 
churches have benefited from his 
expertise alongside his strong Christian 
faith. The village church at Stoke St 
Mary holds three windows installed 
between 2000 and 2003. The themes 
are traditional: the Annunciation, St 
Anne teaching the young Mary to 
read, and the Day of Pentecost. But 
their depictions are far from 
traditional, for Reyntiens again 
displays his innovative ideas of placid 
figurative featuring. As at East Knoyle 
there is a backcloth of shadowy and 
complimentary characteristics 
blending with the central figures. They

In addition to this lengthy 
association, Patrick Reyntiens 
produced windows of his own, some 
of which may be seen nearby in 
Hampshire and Somerset. One of his 
favourites forms the 3-light east 
window in the little medieval church 
at Hound near Netley Abbey. Its 
brilliance when first viewed from 
the nave is breathtaking, the blues, 
greens and touches of mauve totally 
negating its grey stonework surrounds. 
And then the detail of Mary and the
Christ Child reveals a sensitivity and 
spirituality that tells you this is no 
ordinary design or creativeness. Also 
in the chancel are three single-light 
examples of his more abstract work, 
their geometrical and symbolic 
shapes puzzling, stimulating, perhaps 
exciting, even provocative. By way 
of contrast, his two artistic lancet 
windows at Hinton Ampner are more 
readily interpreted and coupled with 
some strident colouring. The window 
style permitted columnar designs to 
be perfected: on one side the Pillar of 
Clouds, on the other the Pillar of Fire 
(after Exodus 13, 20-22). 

Hound Figure

Stoke St Mary
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are just a delight to contemplate and 
translate. Not far away, in Taunton, 
is St George’s, the main Catholic 
church. Here in 2013 to mark the 150th 
anniversary of the church, his 
spectacular design of Christ in Glory 
was installed by his son John, who is 
also a stained glass artist. It fills the 
huge west window and must have 
been a fulfilling project not least 
because Patrick had been a lifelong 
practising Catholic.

John has often collaborated with his 
father and one of their remarkable 
schemes was the creation and 
installation, between 2003 and 2007, 
of some 35 windows at the 
Benedictine Abbey of Ampleforth in 
North Yorkshire.  Patrick was a student 
at the adjacent College and in the 
1960s completed an extraordinary 
window of the Annunciation in the 
Lady chapel. Mary is clothed in 
multiple blues with sleeves in shades of 
green, but her head, face and hands 
are set in monochrome.

Gabriel has one wing in radiant red, 
the other in sky blue. The newer series 
continue the Marian theme and were 
commissioned to celebrate the 200 
years of the abbey and monastic 
community here. Patrick was 
delighted to have this second 
commission which in a way is a 
showcase of his lifetime’s creative 
mastery. A later commission (2009) 
was in Germany where in the small 
Mosel town of Cochem he worked 
with Graham Jones on eight tall 
lancet-styled windows in the 
Martinskirche. Colour abounds 
bringing both animation and serenity 
to this fine hall church.

Patrick wrote two impressive books: 
The Technique of Stained Glass (1967) 
is a most comprehensive and 
pioneering analysis of methods, 
materials and glazing. His later one 
– The Beauty of Stained Glass (1990) 
– is a critical compilation of stained 
glass from the 12th to the 20th century 
which demonstrates his remarkable 
knowledge of how stained glass styles 
and techniques have developed 
over time and around the world. He 
is careful in pointing out defects of 
designs and also quite selective in 
praising the qualities of good works. 

There is so much that could be 
written about his role in the stained 
glass community. Perhaps it is apt to 
conclude with what his son John said 
about him:

    ‘… he gave you this sense of 
wonder about glass – the idea that 

you were taking something so 
ordinary and transforming it into 

something so magical.’

Taunton RC
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St Katharine’s, Savernake
by John Osborne

At the southern end of Savernake 
Forest there is one the loveliest 
ensembles of trees, meadows and 
buildings in North Wiltshire. This is St 
Katharine’s church, with the local 
primary school just one field away 
across the churchyard and only a 
couple of houses nearby. Little has 
changed from the time 150 years ago 
when this small group was established.  

We expect churches and schools to 
be in the centres of population, in 
a village, at least, but there was a 
feeling in the religious revival of the 
19th century that besides places for 
the great landed families to worship 
in – and Tottenham House, the seat of 
the Brudenell-Bruces, is only a mile or 
so across the fields here – there should 
be provision for the estate workers, 
too. It is heartening in our time of 

dwindling church attendance and 
falling numbers in rural primary schools 
that both church and school at 
Savernake are flourishing, with nearly 
100 pupils at the school, for instance.  

A sign off the Durley road points to 
the church, with its prominent spire. 
In the spring and summer sun there 
is greenery all around and there are 
magnificent mature cedars in the 
churchyard, shadowing the graves of 
the Victorian Brudenell-Bruces. I know 
of no other church where the 
boundary wall is hidden in a ‘ha-ha’ 
to give a clear view of the building 
and its churchyard. The proportions of 
the church are striking, the variety of 
the construction materials is impressive 
and the detailed workmanship 
outstanding. Everything shows that no 
expense was spared. The architect 
was TH Wyatt, who was employed by 
the Diocese of Salisbury on a large 
number of ecclesiastical projects in 
the middle of the 19th century, 
including the church at Cadley on the 
western edge of the forest. This was 
made redundant and converted into 
a private house a generation ago, 
though the graveyard is still 
maintained and a later diocesan 
architect, CE Ponting, is buried there. 
Wyatt had built the fabulous church 
at Wilton, completed in 1843 with the 
backing and inspiration of the 
Herberts of Wilton House; and it was 
the Dowager Countess of Pembroke, 
the Russian Katarina Voronzova, 
whose daughter, Mary, became the 
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2nd Marchioness of Ailesbury, who 
provided the funds for St. Katharine’s. 
The Dowager Countess died in 1855 
and her daughter had the completed 
church dedicated in her mother’s 
name in 1861.

Look at the stonework and the 
carving of the details on the windows 
outside; inside, look at the amazing
screens that flank the nave, at the 
brilliant marble and again at the 
quality of the carving; and note that 
the builder and the mason were local 
men. Look at the wonderful Minton 
tilework and at the excellent stained 
glass windows in the apse. There is an 
extraordinary memorial to the 
Marchioness of Ailesbury, designed in 
the 1890’s by Sir Alfred Gilbert, famous

for ‘Eros’ in Piccadilly. The delicate 
figure of the lady behind the screen of 
foliage that she is holding is thought to 
be another Mary, the Virgin herself.

A tablet on the outside wall 
commemorates Robert Byron, whose 
family home was for a while in the 
forest; he was a brilliant young art 
historian and traveller, drowned when 
his ship was torpedoed in the 2nd 
World War on its way to the Middle 
East.

We are fortunate still to have the 
church at St Katharine’s. Savernake 
Forest held dumps of captured Ger-
man ammunition at the end of the 
war and one of these on the southern 
fringe exploded in July 1945. Although 
a mile away, the explosion did such 
serious damage to the fabric of the 
church, especially to its northern flank, 
as well as to most of its stained glass, 
that the demolition of the whole of 
the nave was proposed. Local feeling 
was so strong that this was success-
fully resisted and after restoration the 
church was reopened in 1952. Rightly, 
the visitor will say.

and social media were also used for 
the first time to promote and start the 
event. 

Before the event, leading actor Simon 
Russell Beale spoke movingly on the 
Trust YouTube channel about his 
interest in Wiltshire and Ride and Stride 
and read Andrew Motion’s poem ‘For 

From the outset of planning, it was 
clear that Ride&Stride 2021 would 
have to be organised differently 
in recognition of the impact of the 
second year of Covid pandemic 
restrictions and other competing 
challenges. Regular communication 
and administration of the event was 
largely conducted online. Videos 

Ride+Stride 
Saturday 11th September 2021

by Keith Rayward
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This year, the Wiltshire Ride&Stride 
fundraising effort raised £41.5k for 
Wiltshire churches and chapels. This 
amount will be split evenly between 
contributing parishes and WHCT 
grants to help all Wiltshire churches 
and chapels with significant fabric 
and community projects.

Many congratulations to St 
Andrew’s, Wootton Rivers who have 
been awarded the Brooke Cup and 
to St James, Bratton as runner up. St 
Michael’s, Tidcome are also warmly 
congratulated for winning the Junior 
Group Cup, with St John the Baptist, 
Marlborough as runner up. The full list 
of prizes and high achievers is below. 
Lord Brooke generosity contributed 
to the prizes and particularly wished 
to encourage young Riders&Striders. 
Each young contributor will receive a 
small souvenir medallion.

Everyone involved in the success of 
Ride&Stride 2021 has made a 
valuable contribution to the church in 
Wiltshire, their own church and to the 
Trust as it strives to maintain its grant 
support for critical repair and 
modernisation projects. A big thank 
you to all contributors and their 
supporters.  

Now.’ The first verse is below. 

In the mind's eye, in the memory-store, for 

now

The church sets sail but stays where it was 

built,

It's anchor hooked into the parish-heart……

The Lord Lieutenant, Mrs Sarah 
Troughton, recorded a Virtual Start 
video to share her inspiring message 
and appreciation ubiquitously with 
every contributor across the length 
and breadth of Wiltshire on 11th 
September. This video was released 
before the day to allow for onward 
dissemination and to ensure that early 
risers did not miss out. The video was 
viewed at least 600 times. 

Weather conditions on the Ride&Stride 
day were just right for cycling and 
walking. Congratulations and thanks 
to some 230 Riders&Striders from 90 
parishes who took part. Thanks also 
to the reception teams at over 160 
churches who stood by to welcome 
Riders&Striders and offer them 
wonderful hospitality. Many stories will 
be told, including one novel 
approach that stands out – a Strider 
who walked 1,000 miles across 
Wiltshire in the year up to and
including Ride&Stride day, including a 
dogleg to Cumbria. The (hen) 
mascot, Barbu d'Uccle Bantam, of the 
St Mary's & St John's, Donhead St Mary 
with Charlton team has added a new 
dimension to Ride&Stride too. The 
professionalism of some riders stood 
out, with web-generated route maps 
submitted as proof of their journey 
and visits. It is wonderful to know that 
so many participants enjoyed the 
day.
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Brooke Cup for best achieving Parish

1. Brooke Cup & £500   St Andrew's, Wootton Rivers                    Raised £2,577
2.      St James', Bratton           Raised £2,575
3.      St Michael's, Tidcombe          Raised £2,181

 Junior Group Cup (Under 18)

1. Junior Group Cup & £100   St Michael's, Tidcombe             Raised £875
2.      St John the Baptist, Marlborough            Raised £397

Individual Achievements

Individual    Church                          Amount Raised

Most Money raised by a cyclist - aged over 65

1. Dr David Stevens    St Martin's Bremhill                     £971
2. David Ferguson    All Saints, Durrington        £818
3. Glen Miller    Chilmark          £836

Most Money raised by cyclist - aged 17 to 65

1. Andrew Makower    St Michael's, Tidcombe                       £1,306
2. Mark Saunders    St Mary Magdelene, Upper Kennett       £960

Most Money raised by cyclist - aged 16 and under

1. Kitty Jellicoe (7)    St Michael's, Tidcombe        £875
2. Harriet Ackrill (7)    St Peter's, Farley with Pitton        £500

 
Most Money raised by walker - aged over 65

1. Christopher & Julie Sykes   St May's & St John's, Donhead St Mary with Charlton      £776
2. Christopher Grant    St Michael & All Angels, Urchfont       £591

Most money raised by walker - aged 17 to 65

1. Mrs Sarah Pritchard   St Mary's, Lydiard Tregoze        £374
2. Helen Griffiths    St Leonard's, Blunsdon        £304

Most Money raised by walker aged 16 and under

1. Poppy Dawson-Crabb (7)   United Reformed Church, Malmesbury       £367
2. Stanley Saunders (11)   St Leonard's, Blunsdon          £29

Most inspiring photograph

1. St Mary's & St John's    Donhead St Mary with Charlton
2. St James    Bratton
3. All Saints'    Farley

Most churches visited

1. Robert Brakspear    St Leonard's, Stanton Fitzwarren           54 churches
2. David Ferguson    All Saints, Durrington            53 churches

Oldest Cyclist

1. Brig. Neville Pugh    St May's & St John's, Donhead St Mary with Charlton                 85 years
2. James Gooding    All Saints, Great Chalfield                   83 years
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UK Church Architecture Awards 2021

16 and under money raisers

Archie, Henry, & Baxter Gagen    St John the Baptist, Marlborough       £397
Alex Broadhurst (9)    St Michael & All Angels, Brinkworth       £270
Jonah Smith  (13)    St Sampson's, Cricklade        £213
L. Davis (15)    St Nicholas', Hardenhuish        £115
Angus Maclean (8)    St Giles, Lea and Claverton          £80
Joseph Perry (3)    St James', Bratton           £60
William Perry (6)    St James', Bratton           £60

Architects won the 2021 Presidents' 
Award. (WHCT front cover 2020) 

St Andrew's church Donhead, near 
Salisbury, was highly commended in 
this category. Architects Procter Watts 
Cole and Rutter created a new 
extension to the church which is 
designed to make St Andrew's church 
a major centre of village life for all 
villagers, as a place of worship and 
the place where the community can 
gather for a wide variety of village 
activities in a building which is 
inspiring, welcoming, accessible and 
well-resourced.

Source: Press release from the National Churches 
Trust.

The best new UK's church architecture 
projects were celebrated at the 2021 
UK Church Architecture Awards.
The Awards, run by the National 
Churches Trust and the Ecclesiastical 
Architects and Surveyors Association 
(EASA) were held at the church of St 
Mary Magdalene in Paddington, 
London on Thursday, 4th November
2021. The Presidents’ Award for 
Church Architecture is for the best 
new church architecture and for 
reordering, extensions or alterations to 
existing church buildings.

A major project to re-order and add 
new features to St Thomas', the parish 
church of Salisbury, by St Ann's Gate

The Duke of Gloucester presenting the award to 
St Anne's Gate Architects.

Thank you to all those who supplied images for this report - 

Brian Woodruffe, Geoff Till, Clare Miles, John Osborne, Keith Rayward
 and Izaak Hudson.



Editorial

Thank you to Brian Woodruffe for responding so positively to my request for him 
to write about Patrick Reyntiens, for his perfectly written piece no corrections 
needed at proof reading, wow, and perfectly formatted. Also thanks to John 
Osborne who offered his piece on St Katharine’s, Savernake, so timely with our 
visit there planned for April, again an article perfectly presented. 

Kt and I noticed this year the correlation with last year’s report. There we 
featured articles on work being completed in Wiltshire churches especially 
those who had received grants from Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust. This year 
we have featured the on going work at Salisbury Cathedral and we have 
found it quite emotional listening again to Izaak Hudson’s lecture and seeing 
his images. It is still available, if anyone missed it I can forward it to you. So we 
will finish with this glorious image of the Trinity Chapel and Gabriel Loire east 
window at Salisbury Cathedral.  ck


