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Future Events

The future remains uncertain but it is hoped the following church tours will take 

place:

April 2021
Proposed tour of churches in Warminster area to be led by Brian Woodruffe.

May 2021
Proposed tour to Bath to be led by Christopher Rogers.

July 2021
Proposed tour of churches in the Pewsey area to be led by John Osborne.

September 2021
Proposed tour of churches in North Dorset to be led by Michael Hodges.

Sunday 13 June 2021
Summer party at Chisenbury Priory, preceded by choral evensong.

Saturday 11 September 2021
Ride + Stride

Annual General Meeting: TBA

Further details of all these events will be announced in due course.

Editorial

Thank you to those who responded to our call for material for this year’s Annual 
Report in the absence of our usual church tours reports. We have included five 
articles detailing how WHCT Grants have been spent and of continuing works.

Some of the images sent came to us from many sources, sometimes via many 
e-mail accounts thus reducing the quality. Where it has been possible we have 
gone back to the original photograph to improve the resolution. We therefore 
apologise that some images are not of the quality you might expect.

Where we have needed to we have sought permission to print professional 
photographs and they are credited.
Our thanks to all those who supplied images – Michael Hodges, 
Nigel Orchard, John Cox, Luke Hughes, Rhiannon Oakley at Matthew Burt Ltd, 
Sally & Michael Constable, Brig.John Smedley, Barry Hammond, Christopher 
Fielden, Charles Hutchins and others, Rachel Thomson, Pen & Dominic Milburn, 
Georgia McVeigh, with permission from the child’s mother, Charles Graham 
and others with permission from parents.
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Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust Grants

Wiltshire Historic Church Trust Trustees made 17 WHCT grants in 2020, with 2 
churches benefitting from an additional HCCT grant. The number of church 
applications was lower than usual as church fabric repairs and key projects 
were curtailed by Covid-19 lockdown restrictions. The Trustees have planned 
ahead and made financial provision for the resumption of critical work and 
applications for grants in 2021.   

 

TOTAL: £31,490                                                       2020 TOTAL: £31,490.00 plus £2000

Project
Roof restoration

Roof restoration

Roof restoration

Roof

Tower pinnacles

Bell Tower

Chancel stonework and 
windows

Baptistry pipe

Walls

Font relocation

Toilet and Kitchenette

Roof

Bell Tower

Roof, stonework

Roof, tilt fillets

Electrical, lighting

Historic Organ

£ Grant
£4000

£3000

£2000

£400

£3000

£2000

£2000 + 
£1000
HCCT*

£1000

£1000

£1000

£1000

£2500 + 
£1000
HCCT*

£3000

£1340

£1000

£2500

£750

Church
St Mary & St Melor, Amesbury

St Sampson, Cricklade

All Saints, All Cannings

Cricklade United Church

St Michael the Archangel, 
Mere

St James the Great, Bratton

St John the Evangelist, Studley

Ebenezer Baptist Church, West 
Lavington

St Denys, Warminster

All Saints, Whiteparish

St Mary, Broughton Gifford

Zion Baptist Church, Bradford 
on Avon 

St John the Baptist, Latton

St Nicholas, Tytherton Lucas

St Mary Magdalene, 
Winterbourne Monkton

Holy Cross, Ashton Keynes

All Saints and St Mary, Chitterne
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National Churches Trust

We are also particularly pleased to note that St Mary & St Melor, Amesbury 
received an additional grant of £30,000 from the National Churches Trust for 
their roof restoration.

Hartham Church Charitable Trust Fund

The grants made by the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust are not large but have 
provided important encouragement to local congregations working hard to 
maintain and enhance their churches and chapels. Any applicant churches or 
chapels that stand out for their contribution to advancing the Christian religion 
may also be considered by Trustees for an additional grant from the Hartham 
Church Charitable Trust Fund (HCCT Fund). Trustee decisions on WHCT and 
HCCT grants in 2020 have made a substantive contribution to the Church in 
Wiltshire.

Legacies

Please remember the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust in your Will. 
The Registered Charity number of the WHCT is 1075598.

Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust 
Treasurer’s report

For the year ended 31st March 2020
by Peter Smith, Hon. Treasurer

The net assets of the Trust decreased 
to £421k as at 31st March 2020 (£441k, 
2019). This figure includes the Hartham 
Church Charitable Trust restricted fund 
investment standing at £104k.

The gross income of the Trust for the 
year was just over £107k (£118k, 2019).

The Friends made a profit of £24,700 
for the year (£32k, 2019). This 
comprised £12,900 from Membership 
Fees and Gift Aid; over £6800 (after 
expenses) from fund raising activities; 
over £3140 from donations; £750 from 
ongoing book sales; and £1110 from 
the sale of Christmas Cards.

The Trust’s other significant income 
was raised by the annual Ride & Stride 
sponsored event - £55,500; 
Investments - £13,900; and Parish 
Donations - £3970.

The WHCT awarded 39 grants 
totalling £81,050 for the year to 31st 
March 2020.

Full details of the Audited Accounts 
for the year ended 31st March 2020 
are available for viewing online at the 
Charity Commission website (www.
charitycommission.gov.uk) by 
entering the WHCT’s Registered 
Charity Number 1075598. 
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Winter Lecture Series
The Knights Hospitaller

Given by Michael Hodges
Saturday 15th February 2020 

by Jeremy Groom

On 15th February, we met in the 
Community Hall in Market Lavington 
to hear Michael Hodges talk about 
the Knights Hospitaller, a subject close 
to his heart as Chancellor of the British 
Association of the Sovereign Military 
of Malta, and author of “The Knights 
Hospitaller in Great Britain in 1540” 
(published September 2018).

Michael began with a history of the 
Order from its beginnings in the Holy 
Land. In 1048 a group of merchants 
from Amalfi set up a Hospital of St 
John the Almoner in Jerusalem, to 
cater for the needs of poor male 
pilgrims who were sick. Jerusalem was 
then under Muslim control, but was 
captured by the crusader army in 
1099. In around 1100, Fra’ Gerard was 
elected Master of the Hospital, and he 
abandoned the Benedictine for the 
Augustinian rule, adopted St John the 
Baptist as patron, and the twin aims of 
protection of the Catholic faith and 
help for the poor. Unlike the Templar 
Order, founded around 1120, the 

Hospitallers had no specific military
remit. As the 12th century progressed, 
the Order grew in wealth and 
influence, being granted their own 
priests and churches, and castles, 
including Krak des Chevaliers in 
modern Syria.

In 1187 Saladin’s army defeated the 
forces of Christendom at the battle of 
Hattin, seizing Jerusalem causing the 
Hospitallers to move the headquarters 
to Tyre and thence to Acre after the 
success of the Third Crusade.

Meanwhile in Spain, France and 
England, and later in Italy and 
Germany, the Order was setting up 
commanderies, small units of knights 
administering sets of properties 
grouped into priories, exempt from 
episcopal control. They were required 
to send a third of their revenues to 
Outremer (the Holy Land) for the 
military use of the Order, but after the 
fall of Acre in 1291, marking the end 
of the Latin kingdom of Jerusalem, 
the Order’s headquarters moved to 
Cyprus, and in 1309 to Rhodes.

Rhodes thrived in the 14th century, but 
was increasingly under attack in the 
15th, and after a successful assault by
Suleiman the Magnificent in 1522, the 
Order departed and in 1531
accepted the offer of Malta from the 
Emperor Charles V. 

Krak des Chevaliers
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and in 1312 the papal bull Vox in 
Excelso granted all their lands to the 
Hospitallers, though it took until 1329 
for the bulk of them in England to 
be handed over. Subsequently, the 
Knights Hospitaller became the largest 
individual ecclesiastical landowner in 
England and Wales, with 45 
commanderies across 26 counties, 
and also the advowson of over 200 
churches. 

The headquarters of the Order in 
England was the Priory in Clerkenwell. 
This was burnt down in 1381, but 
rebuilt over the next century; the 
great gatehouse survives to this day. 

The Hospitallers’ other major 
possession in London from the 14th 
century onwards was the Temple, 
previously the headquarters of the 
Templars order since the 12th century. 
All that remains from the Middle Ages 
is the round church, begun in 1166. 
The earliest part is the great west door, 
a seven-arched Norman doorway 
with dog-tooth decoration. The 
church contains nine stone effigies, 
the most famous of which is William 
Marshall, Earl of Pembroke. 

In England the first charter of the 
Hospitallers was granted in 1155; St 
John’s Priory in Clerkenwell was 
consecrated by them, and the 
English Priory became free from 
French control. Richard I was a 
supporter, and granted them a more 
beneficial charter in 1194. They 
steadily acquired lands in England 
throughout the late 12th and early 
13th centuries, and by 1299 there 
were 28 individual commanderies in 
England. The Hospitallers maintained 
good relations with the monarchy, 
though it needed Papal pressure to 
keep Edward I’s hands off the Priory’s 
property in 1295. In 1262 it was 
ordained that knights must be of 
noble birth and arms.

The senior officer in England was the 
Prior, an important figure given 
precedence in the House of Lords 
before all lay barons. The military 
orders were exempt from both royal 
and ecclesiastical taxes. 

In 1307 King Philippe le Bel of France 
moved against the Templars, primarily
for financial causes, though more lurid
reasons were alleged; the French 
Pope in Avignon ordered their arrest,

Grand Master’s Palace, Rhodes 

Gatehouse, Clerkenwell  
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After the Dissolution of the Templars, 
the Temple area was seized by 
favourites of Edward II, in spite of 
having been granted to the 
Hospitallers who only recovered the 
ownership in 1340. By then, the 
lawyers had taken roost in the Temple; 
they were granted leases by the 
Hospitallers and remain there 675 
years later.  

Michael then gave a guided tour 
around the counties alphabetically 
to review the commanderies of the 
Hospitallers, who were represented in 
26 counties in England and Wales. 

To select a few, these included 
Brimpton in Berkshire with 385 acres 
of land, where the 12th century flint 
chapel of St Leonard’s survives. In 
Essex, the commandery of Cressing 

Temple, acquired from the Templars in 
1312, and attacked during the 
Peasants’ Revolt, included the Wheat 
and Barley Barns, regarded as among 
the finest in Europe. 

Gloucestershire had the commandery
of Quenington, received in 1193, of 
which the 14th century gatehouse 
survives. 

Wheat Barn, Cressing Temple

Flint church, Brimpton

Temple Church 

Gatehouse, Quenington

North Baddesley Church
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North Baddesley in Hampshire was 
a significant commandery with 500 
acres; the church of St John the 
Baptist was described by Pevsner as 
“a delightful building”.

In Herefordshire, Richard I granted the 
Hospitallers of Dinmore 36 acres on 
which to build a hospice for the sick 
and infirm, which became an 
almshouse in the 17th century. Kent 
was a major Hospitaller county, and 
at the commandery of Sutton-at-Hone 
Henry III was a regular visitor, staying 
15 times between 1232 and 1264. The 
16th century manor is owned by the 
National Trust and known as St John’s 
Jerusalem. 

Lincolnshire was par excellence the 
Templar county with substantial 
acreage, and in the 14th century this 
was duly transferred to the 

Almshouse chapel, Dinmore

St John’s Jerusalem

Hospitallers. In 1540 they had the 
advowson of some 20 churches in the 
county, including St Botolph in 
Boston, best known for its 272 foot 
tower known as “The Stump”. 

In the Halston commandery in 
Shropshire, founded between 1165 
and 1187, the half-timbered 
Hospitaller chapel survives, isolated in 
a field. 

The Stump, St Botolph in Boston

Chapel, Halston
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In Wiltshire the Order held 460 acres at 
Anstey, and a small commandery at 
Temple, Rockley near Marlborough. 

Michael then returned to the history of 
the Hospitallers in England after 1312. 
In the 14th century the Priory became 
more subordinated to the Crown, 
reducing the link with Rome. Prior 
Robert Hales was appointed the 
King’s Treasurer in 1380 when Richard 
II decided to institute a poll tax; he 
incurred the hatred of the mob during 
the Peasants’ Revolt the following 
year, and after the commandery at 
Clerkenwell was attacked and 
partially destroyed, he was seized 
from the Tower of London and 
beheaded on Tower Hill.

Communal religious life outside 
Clerkenwell ceased during the 15th 
century, and no other commandery 
is known to have had more than one 
brother in residence after 1460. 

After having had with difficulty to steer 
between the Lancastrian and Yorkist 
causes in the 15th century, the (now 
officially Grand) Priory regained much 
of its prestige with the advent of the 
Tudors, but not its independence.
The fall of Rhodes to the Turks in 1522 
put pressure on the Hospitallers, and 
in 1538 Henry VIII, self-proclaimed 
Protector of the Order since 1511, took 
control of the Grand Priory. 

Two years later, the Grand Priory itself 
was dissolved, and its lands 
confiscated and handed to the 
Crown or cronies of Henry VIII.
However the Catholic Queen Mary on 
her accession in 1553 enabled it to be 

revived, and a number of 
commanderies including Clerkenwell 
were returned to the Order. But the 
arrival on the throne of Elizabeth I saw 
the Grand Priory broken up again. A 
diminishing number of English Knights 
continued to live and fight in Malta 
until the next century, but the Knights 
of St John were finally evicted from 
Malta in 1799 by Napoleon 
Bonaparte. 

The Grand Priory of England was finally 
abolished in 1806, but 70 years later, 
the British Association of the Sovereign
Order of Malta was set up, and has 
continued to the present day. In 1993 
there were a sufficient number of 
Knights of Justice for the Grand Priory 
of England to be refounded.

This was a fascinating subject and 
we were fortunate to have such an 
authority as Michael to keep us so 
thoroughly engrossed. Our grateful 
thanks to him.

Interior of the modern conventual Chapel of the 
Order of Malta
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St Thomas's Church, Salisbury
The Organ Project

by Nigel Orchard

basic specification for ‘setting up the 
organ for reliable and playable use’ 
and taking the opportunity for some 
desirable musical enhancements. 

The PCC received an interim report at 
their 1st February 2016 meeting and 
approved a final costed plan at their 
March meeting, setting a tight 
timescale for immediate fundraising. 
A new faculty was obtained in August 
2016 which included the addition of a 
pedal Trombone stop. 

Fundraising was enthusiastically 
supported by the congregation so 
that, together with the commitment of 
existing organ funds, the contract was 
let in November 2016 for 
commencement after Easter 2018 
and completion by November that 
year.

Works not included in the main 
contract – major refurbishment of the 
blower, provision of a new electrical

Our organ, built by Samuel Green 
and installed in the cathedral in 1792, 
came to St Thomas’s in 1877 when the 
cathedral replaced it with a Father 
Willis organ. A major restoration was 
carried out in 1969 and since that 
overhaul many schemes for 
refurbishment have been considered. 
Meanwhile, the pedal operation 
started to fail and the electrical 
equipment became obsolete, the 
couplers became unreliable and the 
action heavier to the point where 
organists compared playing it to a 
work-out at a gym!

In November 2015, the PCC asked for 
proposals for refurbishing the organ 
as a matter of priority. As an admirer 
of our excellent music department, 
sharing their frustration and with 
my extensive experience of project 
management, I convened a working 
party. The pressing need for 
expenditure on reordering and urgent 
repairs to the church fabric led to a
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St Thomas's Church, Salisbury
Doom Board, Matthew Burt's Altar and Luke Hughes' Pews

by Brenda Parry

Welcome to the new look St Thomas’s 
where ancient and modern never sat 
so comfortably side by side.

supply to the organ and replacement
of the organist’s bench platform – 
have been completed to 
programme. Although the quality of 
the work has been consistently 
excellent, the contractor has 
repeatedly revised his programme 
so the organ is not now expected to 
play its part in our reordered and 
refurbished church until August this 
year. Fortunately the second-hand 
electronic organ, purchased to fill 
the gap, has continued to perform 
reliably.

Thomas Hardy may have been a little 
harsh in the 1890s when he described 
the church as a gloomy place. Then 
he may have had a point. But no 
longer. Not only has the mighty Doom 
painting which dominates the nave 
been cleaned so it positively glows, it 
now looks down on a totally 
reinvigorated church. 

The first thing to catch the eye is the 
new seating. Gone are the Victorian 
oak and pine pews which have been 
replaced with streamlined oak 
benches that not only look elegant 
and are claimed to be more 
comfortable but are moveable. So 
although they appear to be 
permanently positioned they make 
the church more congenial and 
adaptable, their flexibility helpful for 
concerts, discussion groups and other 
events. In the side aisles there are
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The new seating has been designed 
and made by Luke Hughes and 
Company. Mr. Hughes, a committee 
member of The Friends, lives in Tisbury 
and formed his company designing 
‘furniture for architecture’ some 30 
years ago. It is now globally renowned 
supplying seating, shelving, panelling
and many other accessories for 
cathedrals, Oxbridge colleges and 
churches of various denominations. It 
has dozens of international contracts 
in process at any given time, but 
meticulous scheduling ensures 
delivery is on time.

St Thomas’s 56 five seater benches 
and 32 three seaters have been 
designed to mimic the best points of
the old pews in order to sit perfectly
in their new surroundings. Cut from 
tall gracious oaks from government 
controlled forests in Slovenia just six 
miles from the Hughes Company’s 
workshops, they were fashioned by 
the highly skilled workforce before 
being delivered directly to Salisbury. In 
order that they can be moved easily 
the entire floor area of the church has 
been levelled, cleaned and 
repolished.

So come to a service, take a seat and 
tell us what you think. There will even 
be opportunities to buy a pew.

chairs, rather like the ones in the 
Cathedral, and the old pews will 
remain in the Lady Chapel. 

Moving forward from the seating is the 
new altar, an innovative and masterly 
work by Wiltshire’s acclaimed furniture 
designer, Matthew Burt, of Hindon. “It 
was a dream commission for me,” 
says Burt, “I love St Thomas’s and have 
said ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ to so many 
friends there.” The altar on a bronze 
base stands proud on the new dais 
which can be greatly expanded for 
concerts and other events. Its sheer 
magnificence is created by the use 
of wood that radiates to end grains 
around the table so everything comes 
from one source. If you have yet to 
see it, you must.

Installing the new Altar, photograph used by 
permission of P. Horwood
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Grant Update
St Andrew's Church, Castle Combe

by Michael and Sally Constable

Gullies and stone work were also an 
issue which had to be addressed 
during these works.

The boiler chimney was found to be 
unstable and was connected to the 
gully. Therefore it was necessary to 
rebuild the chimney.

Work commenced April 2016

Phase 1 Roof Project North Slopes and 
Gullies

Before

St Andrew's PCC on reviewing our 
Quinquennial decision to commence 
the first phase of reroofing, were 
successful in obtaining a grant from 
Listed Places of Worship.
The work to the north slopes was 
urgent due to the deterioration of the 
Cotswold slates and water 
penetration.
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Scaffolding was built to the lower roof 
level and North Aisle was stripped. It 
was quickly learnt that many more 
slates were sub-standard and 
therefore could not be reused.

A number of roof timbers were found 
to be rotten and would have to be 
replaced prior to tiling North Slope.

Scaffolding to higher level erected to 
enable work to Nave slope.

Nave Roof Stripped. Final calculations 
revealed that less than 40% of the 
original slates could be reused

which would eat into the project 
contingency funds.

The ridge tiles were carefully removed 
so as not to disturb the South slope of 
the nave roof.

New Cotswold slates were purchased 
for the Nave Slope (significantly larger 
slope) with the reclaimed slates for the 
North Aisle slope
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The New Gully and rebuilt chimney

An excellent job done on phase one 
by West Country Tiling. The roofers are 
submitting a report on the balance 
of slopes and gullies to help our PCC 
with our planning for future works.

The PCC sincerely thank the following 
for their grant support which has make 
these urgent and important works 
possible.

Listed Places of Worship
Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust
National Churches Trust

Also the community of Castle Combe 
with the significant fund raising over 
the past few years.

With the lead lifted it showed the 
extent of rot to roof beams

When the lead gully was lifted it was 
found that the Wall Plate was rotten 
and this extended the full length of 
the North Aisle.

The Wall Plate had to be removed 
and replaced from the inside of the 
church. Therefore scaffolding was 
required. This was an unknown extra 
but had to be dealt with. It resulted in 
an over spend on this phase.

Following this replacement of the wall 
plate the ceiling had to be made 
good and redecorated.

The New Slopes to St Andrews
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All Saints is one of four village 
churches in the Benefice of Salisbury
Plain. There is divine worship almost 
every week, hosting the whole 
benefice once a month, and it is a 
centre of the community hosting the 
bi-annual Chitterne Flower Festival 
and other activities such as Chitterne 
100 on Remembrance Day 2018, 
when it was the focus of a museum 
exhibition as part of a lunch 
celebration for the whole village.  
Concert, talks and other fundraising 
activities are held occasionally in the 
church.

The church community is very grateful 
to Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust for 
the grant of £2,000 toward the cost of 
the repairs.

Grant Update
All Saints and St Mary's Chitterne

by Brig. John Smedley

The quinquennial architect’s 
inspection in April 2019, in addition to 
the usual minor problems with some 
stonework, roofing, guttering and 
windows, revealed the need for major 
repairs to the bell tower roof. In 
essence the lead sheeting was too 
long and the overlaps too short, 
resulting in cracking allowing water 
leakage over many years, itself 
resulting in rotting to some roof 
timbers and the floor of the bell 
chamber. Five contractors were 
invited to tender for the work. 
Mouldings & Co in South Newton were 
selected and, after delays caused by 
the weather, finally completed the
work in January 2020 at a cost of 
some £60K.

Wet rot in Tower roof

Guttering before and after

Flower Festival
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Grant Update
St Sampson's Church, Cricklade

by Adina Grace

Work started on the South Transept 
on Monday 5th October 2020. Lead 
abutting the tower and south wall has 
been removed along with some lead 
covering the gutters which will need 
to be inspected. Some wet rot has 
been discovered and will need to be 
replaced by splicing in a seasoned 
piece of timber. It is possible more rot 
may be found when replacing the 
gutters, which are at the lowest point 
to the roof, but a recent inspection by 
the architect has found the roof 
structure to be basically sound and 
not compromised by the rot found so 
far.

The drawings and specifications for 
the North Transept, Nave and Lady 
Chapel roofs have been completed 
and submitted to tender.

The roof repairs are expected to take 
around six months to complete.

This is the start of a major project for 
our historic building, which will include 
replacing flooring throughout and 
improving the heating and lighting 
systems. Other facilities in the church

will also be refurbished to provide a 
building that is more usable to all.

We give grateful thanks for grants 
which have been awarded by 
Crapper & Sons Ltd (£20,000) and Hills 
Group Ltd (£10,000). The grant was 
made available through the Landfill 
Communities Fund (LCF) which is 
administered for Crapper & Sons Ltd. 
and Hills Group Ltd. by Community 
First, the Rural Community Council for 
Wiltshire.

Recently, a CCTV/Audio Intruder 
Alarm System has been installed on 
the roof. This is now operational and 
will make this area more secure. Our 
thanks are due to the Waylands Estate 
Charity and the Allchurches Trust Ltd. 
who contributed towards the cost of 
this. Our thanks are also due for grants 
which have also been awarded by 
the Red Lion Charity and Wiltshire 
Historic Churches.
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Grant Update
St Mary's Church, Broughton Gifford

by Christopher Fielden

unable to go out and seek grants. 
When approval finally was granted,
we fell victim to the Covid 19 virus in 
two different ways. Firstly, two of the 
most probable sources of funding, the
Lottery Heritage Fund and the Lottery 
Community Fund declined our 
applications as they were giving 
priority to organisations that had 
suffered as a result of the pandemic. 
Secondly, the contractors we 
appointed said that, because of a 
backlog in orders as a result of the 
lockdown, they could not start work 
for four months.

Our Parish Council were prepared to 
give us a generous grant, only to be 
informed that this was beyond their 
powers. Thanks to the generosity of 
the community and grants from 
various charities, including two from 
the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust, 
one specifically for the restoration 
of the west door, we have enough 
money to let work proceed. There is 
light at the end of the tunnel, but that 
still seems to be at some distance!

Eight years ago, St Mary's Church, 
Broughton Gifford,  which dates back 
to the 13th century and is Grade I 
listed, decided that it would try to 
make the church more user friendly 
by installing a toilet and having a new 
hospitality area. This would involve 
moving the font from the tower at 
west end to the front of the church. 
At the time, it was decided that our 
maximum budget should be £50,000. 
Work has now just started on the bulk 
of this work with the end cost likely to 
be in the region of £130,000. 
During recent works on the church 
there were some interesting finds - 
Saxon tiles and jug, lead coffins, a 
Roman brick and foundations of an 
earlier church

All along the line we have been beset 
by problems. The first architect that 
we appointed drew up plans and, as
soon as we had paid for these, 
announced that he was retiring. We 
were victims of the problems in the
DAC organisation within the Salisbury 
Diocese which meant that we were
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Church Musings
St Mary's Church, Alvediston

by Edward Brown

me. He was a man in his fifties, I guess, 
and had taken to the road through 
mental health problems, and grief at 
the death of a kind churchwarden 
in Bridgenorth, who had taken him 
under her wing for 12 years. “Walking 
is wonderful” he said.

He was gone in the morning, leaving 
the flask Richard Trahair had brought 
round for him, the only evidence of 
his visit being a hassock perched on a 
chair near the kettle plug by the font.

At the other end of the scale, we 
were reminded by the death in 
August of the world-famous classi-
cal guitarist and local resident, Julian 
Bream, of a concert he gave in St 
Mary’s some years ago. The church 
was packed to the rafters to hear him 
give what was to be his last public 
performance, with the 
audience propping themselves 
against the organ bench and 
practically sitting on the pulpit steps 
for the privilege of hearing him play. 
The atmosphere was electric as he 
went through the programme; a lion 
beyond, perhaps, the very height of 
his powers, but a lion, still, nonetheless

There are great benefits to never 
locking the church door – you never 
know who might show up, sometimes 
in need of shelter or solace, and it’s 
always interesting. 

One Thursday I was surprised with 
the news that ‘a gentleman of the 
road would like to sleep in the church 
porch overnight’. Biddy Trehair had 
been to the church to do some 
Harvest Festival preparations and 
found him there. In the course of a 
chat, in which she discovered he was 
on his way to the Isle of Wight where 
he knew of a cheap B&B he could 
duck into for the winter, she offered 
him a flask of tea and some 
sandwiches for later on, and left him 
to it.

He accepted our offer of a bath 
(Biddy had mentioned that he was 
in need of one) but didn’t want his 
clothes washed and was adamant 
that he would sleep on the stone floor 
of the porch – “I’m tough” he told
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We have a tower within the tower 
these days. It was constructed by 
Richard Trahair, who is also our great 
organist and chief mouser, from an 
enormous cardboard box. 

It outgrew his workshop so migrated 
up to an empty bedroom, until it was 
removed by Rachel Thomson, PCC 
Hon Sec extraordinaire, to her own 
kitchen in order for the base coat 
to be painted. Her household then 
started to come home, refugees from 
Covid-19, so she brought it round to 
the church where we squeezed it 
through the door into the North 
Chapel, promptly re-designated 
a workshop, and she and Richard 
planned to paint in the detail. Full 
lockdown isolation rules sadly 
prevented her participation in this.

The idea had been to use it as an 
eye-grabbing exhibit at the Chalke 
Valley History Festival 2020, where The 
Alvediston Appeal (we need £165,000 
to mend a top-to-bottom crack in the 
tower and do other essential work) 
had kindly been allowed a stall. The 
most attention-grabbing aspect of the 
project at least was the offer of a 

yet-to-be-installed lavatory to sit on 
top of the tower, in order to attract 
donors for a disabled loo in the vestry.

Sic transit gloria mundi.

However, because of Covid all this 
is yet to come, next year we hope. 
For the moment it stands proudly in a 
corner of our actual, cracked, 17th 
century tower, serving mostly as a 
welcome arm rest for the less young 
during a spate of christenings around 
the font, and awaiting its moment.

We have been soldering on during 
recent months and we are very 
grateful for our vicars taking up the 
mantel and the challenges to 
support our worship. Long may St 
Mary's continue to thrive! The fund 
raising continues but it will be given a 
re-boot the moment we are allowed 
to spread the word loud and wide. 

We are very grateful for the generous 
support of the WHCT.

For more information go to 
www.alvedistonappeal.co.uk
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Once again the Bratton team led the 
way, fielding 36 cyclists and walkers, 
aged between 2 and 88, and winning 
the Brooke Cup for the 10th year in 
succession.

The Junior Cup was won for the first 
time by St Mary’s and Holy Trinity, 
Calne, thanks to an impressive ride 
by the Cook brothers (“40 miles, 22 
churches, 6 rolls, 3 ice creams, 2 minor 
crashes, 8 bottles of water, no 
punctures”).

Lord Brooke’s generosity enabled us 
to give all the under 16 year-olds a 
small prize, and we hope that this will 
encourage them and others to get 
pedalling next year.

“There’s nothing quite like Ride+Stride
To get the pedals spinning round, 
Down leafy lanes and busy roads

To visit plots of holy ground.”

This opening verse of a ditty penned 
this year by Rev John Martin from 
Cricklade captures something of the 
significance of Ride+Stride for many 
who like him have been riding and 
striding for 30 years or more.

It may have been a disappointing 
year as far as numbers are concerned 
(around 25% fewer churches taking 
part, and the majority of church doors 
firmly locked), but for those who did 
ride or stride it was an enjoyable day 
helped by favourable weather.

Ride+Stride 
Saturday 14th September 2019

by Charles Graham

Cook Brothers

David Ferguson at Bratton St Johns

Winterbourne Monkton Wheelers
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Once Gift Aid has been claimed, the 
total amount raised should come to 
over £44,000 – making a valuable
contribution to WHCT funds in a year 
when most other fund-raising events 
had to be cancelled. So a big thank 
you to all who contributed in any way. 
Let us aim next year to get closer to
the achievement of another mainly 
rural county, Suffolk, where 400 
churches take part.

Included amongst the best adult 
achievers were David Fishlock 
(Mildenhall), who raised £2248, Andy 
Miller (Calne) who notched up 66 
churches, and David Ferguson 
(Durrington) who rode 84 miles.

Some 27 churches each raised over 
£600. A few, where there was no-one 
able to take part, kindly sent in a 
donation.

Glen Miller Milton Lilbourne cyclists at the Cathedral

Best achievements 2020

Brooke Cup for best achieving parish:

1.  St James the Great, Bratton
2.  St Andrew, Wootton Rivers
3.  St Mary Magdalene, Winterbourne        
     Monkton 

Junior Group Cup:

St Mary’s and Holy Trinity, Calne

Other parishes raising more than £600: 

Braydon Brook Benefice,

Box & Colerne, Calne & Blackland, 
Chilmark, Cholderton, 
Cricklade United Church, Derry Hill, 
Donhead St Mary, Durrington, 
Figheldean, Harnham, Hullavington, 
Lydiard Tregoze, Melksham R.C., 
Mildenhall, Milton Lilbourne, 
Preshute, Shrewton,
Stratford-sub-Castle, 
Stanton Fitzwarren, 
St Andrew’s Chippenham, 
St John’s Devizes, 
St Mary’s Marlborough,
St Sampson’s Cricklade, 
Upper Studley, Yatton Keynell.
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St John the Baptist, Mildenhall 
and Christchurch, 
Marlborough

St Mary, Calne

All Saints, Durrington

St Margaret, Yatton Keynell

St Anthony of Padua R.C. 
Melksham

St Margaret, Chilmark 

St Peter, Milton Lilbourne

All Saints, Great Chalfield

St Michael & All Angels, 
Figheldean

Raised £2248

66 churches, 77 miles

51 churches, 84 miles

Raised £680

Raised £910

Raised £635

Raised £630

Oldest cyclist (82) 
12 churches

2nd oldest cyclist (81) 
7 churches; raised £420

David Fishlock

Andy Miller

David Ferguson

Pamela Rawlings

Anne Doyle & 
Sheila Likely-Ayling

Glen Miller

Simon Vandeleur

James Gooding

Tim Mason

St Mary’s and Holy Trinity, 
Calne

St Mary’s Shrewton

St James, Cherhill

St Michael’s, Figheldean

St Peter & St Paul, Great 
Somerford

St Barts, Corsham

St Sampson’s Cricklade

St James the Great, Bratton

Visiting the most 
churches.

Raising the most money

George and 
James Cook

William Ashton

Jonathan 
Earwicker

Poppy and Heidi 
Crothers

Grace and Leo 
Gilbey

Robert Unwin

Jonah Smith

William & Joseph 
Perry

Aged 16 & under best achievers

As there were fewer than usual Juniors taking part this year, we are able to de-
clare “Everyone is a winner”, but special congratulations to: 

Adult best achievers
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Covid-safe Carols by Firelight at Alvediston 
December 2020



St Sampson's Church, Cricklade - a digital image by Barry Hammond


