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Saturday 19 March 2016
Annual General Meeting at 3.00pm, 
followed by a lecture by Luke Hughes 
on: ‘Snug the Joiner and Peter Quince 
the Carpenter: the fascinating role of 
Shakespeare’s rude mechanicals and the 
Salisbury Joyners Company in early 17th 
century joinery in churches in Wiltshire 
and the East coast of the USA’

Following the lecture, the Friends are 
invited to attend Choral Evensong in the 
Cathedral at 5.30pm.

Wednesday 13 April 2016
Proposed tour of churches in London.
This tour of churches around Sloane 
Square, somewhat outside our jurisdiction, 
is to be led by Michael Hodges, the 
founding Chairman of the Friends of 
Wiltshire Churches, and is in recognition 

of his recently published book, Parish 
Churches of Greater London: A Guide. 

Saturday 21 May 2016
Proposed tour of Bradford-on-Avon and 
its churches to be led by Colin Johns.

Saturday 9 July 2016
Proposed tour of churches in 
Marlborough, Aldbourne, Mildenhall and 
the Ogbournes to be led by John Osborne.

Saturday 3 September 2016
Proposed tour of churches in Devizes, 
Bromham, Potterne and Bishops 
Cannings to be led by David Evans. 

It is hoped to arrange at least one social 
event, probably in June. Further details 
of all these events will be announced in 
due course.

The Friends of Wiltshire Churches Future Events

Photos by Luke Hughes and Brian Woodruffe

Opposite: Pulpit detail, St Andrew’s, Durnford, 
1619. Cover Image: Pulpit, All Saints, Maiden 
Bradley, c.1630. Back Cover: All Saints, 
Maiden Bradley.
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The following grants totalling £56,000 
were approved at a meeting of the 
trustees on 13 June 2015:

Holy Cross, Seend  . . . . . . . . . . . £4,000 
St James, Trowbridge . . . . . . . . . £5,000
Christ Church, Warminster  . . . . £1,500
Holy Trinity, Dilton Marsh  . . . £10,000
Methodist Church, Salisbury  . . . £3,000
St Aldhelm Methodist/URC, Corsham . .  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,000
St Cyriac, Lacock . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,000
St John the Baptist, Latton . . . . . £2,000
St Philip & St James, Neston  . . . £1,000
St Christopher, Ditteridge . . . . . . £1,500
St Peter, Langley Burrell . . . . . . £10,000
St Paul, Swindon  . . . . . . . . . . . . £4,000
Holy Trinity, Shaw . . . . . . . . . . . £1,000
St Philip the Deacon, Swindon . . £1,000
Sts Mary & Ethelbert, Luckington . . . . .  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,000
All Saints, Crudwell  . . . . . . . . . . £4,000
St Mary, Rodbourne Cheney  . . . £3,000 

The following grants totalling £43,400 
were approved at a meeting of the 
trustees on 14 November 2015:

St George, Fovant  . . . . . . . . . . . £3,000
St Mary the Virgin, Homington . £3,000
St Leonard, Semley . . . . . . . . . . . £5,000
St Michael & All Angels, Bemerton Heath 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £6,000
St Katherine & St Peter, Winterbourne 
Bassett  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £4,000
St Nicholas, Cholderton . . . . . . . £3,000
St Peter, Monkton Farleigh . . . . . £1,000

Christ Church, East Kennet  . . . . . . £700
St Nicholas, Fyfield  . . . . . . . . . . £1,000
St Michael & All Angels, West Overton  .  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,300
St Andrew, Ogbourne St Andrew . . £400
Christ Church, Shaw & Whitley . £6,000
Holy Trinity, Bradford-on-Avon . £1,000
St John the Baptist, West Ashton . £4,000
St Giles, Alderton . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,000
St Mary, Burton & Nettleton . . . £1,500
St Michael, Compton Chamberlain  . . . .  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,500

Total for 2015  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  £99,400

We are pleased to welcome the following 
new members who joined during 2015:

Mr Simon Chalwin (Sedgehill) 
Mr Martin Williams (East Knoyle)
Sir Peter Jennings (Chilmark)
Mr & Mrs Peter Hoare (Salisbury)
Ms Gale Glynn (Salisbury)
Mr Marcus Cramsie (Easton Royal)
Mrs Carola Magnall (Semley)
Mr Christopher Hicks (Wilperton)
The Rev Dr John Gosling (Wilton)
Ms Lydia Cardew (Marlborough)
Mrs Ann Buxton (Sopworth)
Mr Nicholas Blakemore (Trowbridge)
Mrs Anstice Baring (Fyfield)
Ms Clemency Ames (Ramsbury)

Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust Grants

Opposite: Typical workshop of ‘Snug the Joyner’.

New Members

News Round by Martin Knight

It was again a busy year for the Friends 
and many of the activities were reported 
in the Summer Newsletter. Most 
importantly, the Trust was yet again able 
to increase the amount given in grants 
during the year. The total was just short 
of £100,000 which has now gone to help 
preserve our churches. 

The AGM was held on 28 March at the 
Salisbury Museum and attended by 120 
members where our guest speaker, Lord 
Lisvane, gave us a brilliant exposition of 
the Magna Carta. We were then able to 
enjoy a private view of the Cathedral’s own 
copy of the Magna Carta before finishing 
the afternoon with Choral Evensong.

New events included a special Choral 
Evensong at St John’s, Devizes on 17 May 
beautifully sung by their choir which 
was attended by some 40 Friends as well 
as the local congregation. Our grateful 
thanks go to the Rector and choir for 
their hospitality and for donating the 
collection to the Trust.

About 150 Friends and supporters 
thrilled to the singing of the 
Marlborough College and St Mary’s 
Calne Chamber Choirs at Edington 
Priory Church on 25 June. Besides 
their busy school-time schedules the 
choirs found the time to put together 
a wonderful concert especially for us. 
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of his time to the processing of grant 
applications and being responsible for 
our website. We are very grateful for all 
his work and guidance. We are delighted 
to welcome as his successor, Nigel 
Jackson who will also replace Morris on 
the committee of the Friends. 
 
We are also sad to see the departure of 
the Ven Ruth Worsley from our board 
of trustees but she leaves with our 
congratulations and good wishes on her 
becoming Bishop of Taunton. 

Our grateful thanks also go to Luke 
Hughes of Furniture in Architecture, 
who has once again kindly sponsored 
the publication of this report. 

Ride and Stride by Charles Graham

The early morning rain cleared away in 
most parts of the county by 11.00 on 
Saturday 11 September, and thereafter 
conditions for Riders+Striders were 
pretty favourable. While the majority of 
participants are still cyclists, some others 
found enterprising ways of taking part. 
There was baby Bessie from Brinkworth 
in a box on her mum’s bike; Roger and 
David from Royal Wootton Bassett 
visited 25 churches on their tandem (a 
puncture cut short their ride); Margaret, 
Clive and Janet covered the whole of 
Calne Deanery without leaving Broad 
Town Church (yes, exercise bike); and 
there were a handful of horses, a tractor, 
a couple of mobility scooters and a pram. 
The youngest participant, six-month-old 
William from Bratton, was carried by his 

mother to six churches, and a couple of 
energetic 83-year-olds, Alan and Keith, 
cycled to 31 churches between them. 
Chris, a walker from Urchfont, stopped 
at one church and met someone he was at 
school with 40 years ago.

Prize money totalling over £400 has gone 
to the best individual achievers, and the 
under-15 winners also get a t-shirt. Once 
again St James, Bratton led the way with 
their 41 participants raising £1,627, thus 
retaining the Brooke Cup and the £500 
that comes with it. Congratulations to 
them, and to a new junior team from 
Little Cheverell who collected the Junior 
Group Cup and £100 for St Peter’s 
Church. These cups and some of the 
prize money are generously donated by 
Lord Brooke of Sutton Mandeville.

The 299 participants from 120 churches 
raised over £43,000, and when Gift Aid 
is added, the total should reach nearly 
£51,000. Congratulations to all involved, 
not forgetting those who manned churches 
and provided welcome refreshments.

It would be lovely if more churches could 
take part next year (Saturday 10 September 
is the date). It is an enjoyable way of 
raising money: no need to spend hours 
preparing for coffee mornings, jumble 
sales, raffles etc. – just dust off the bike/
walking boots, lean gently on a few family 
members or fellow church people for some 
sponsorship, and then have a nice day out 
visiting our beautiful Wiltshire churches.

We are very grateful to both schools’ 
directors of music for their huge 
enthusiasm and for helping us make 
almost £2,000 for the Trust.

This year the Trust was the beneficiary 
of the money raised by the Wiltshire 
Masters Charity Golf Day on 6 July to 
the tune of approx £4,500. 

Four church tours took place, details of 
which can be found later in this Report. 
As usual, we are extremely grateful to 
those who led the tours and gave all the 
participants such a rewarding experience.

Our membership continues to grow. We 
would, of course, like it to grow faster 
and current members are encouraged to 
help us in this endeavour by targeting 
their own friends.

Our website is a great fount of 
information and I hope we can, in due 
course, make better use of it in advertising 
appropriate events across our county. See
www.wiltshirehistoricchurchestrust.org.uk

We were once again able to raid Brian 
Woodruffe’s wonderful collection of 
photos to produce two Christmas cards. 
The sale of these raised in the region 
of £800. His excellent book on the 
Parish Churches of Wiltshire will be 
made available for a small donation for 
parishes to use as an aid to fundraising.

Finally, I would like to draw your attention 
to some changes in personnel during 2015.
Retiring from the Friends committee 
are Sir Henry Rumbold and Morris 
Munns. Morris Munns was Secretary to 
the Trust and has given a huge amount 

Opposite: Edington Priory.
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of the Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust 
and asked for recommendations for this 
very important post.

Peter Smith then gave his Report as 
Treasurer. The finances are in good 
health, with expenditure slightly down 
and income about 20% (£5,000) up. 
The rise in income had been due to 
increased subscriptions from Friends, 
the exceptional profits from the 
Summer Event, generous donations, and 
continuing sales of Brian Woodruffe’s 
book and Christmas cards. (His book 
has now raised a total of over £10,000). 
The money raised by the Friends has 
helped to make possible additional 
grants to needy churches: 34 totalling 
£69,400, compared with 22 totalling 
£56,850 in the previous year.

The Chairman concluded the meeting by 
giving notice of the next AGM, which is 
to be held on Saturday 19 March 2016.

The Annual Lecture

The Annual General Meeting of 2015 
was followed by an address given by 
the Lord Lisvane KCB on the subject of 
Magna Carta, sealed by King John eight 
hundred years ago in 1215.

Lord Lisvane began by reviewing salient 
features of early 13th century England. 
Most relevant to Magna Carta was the 
fact that freemen constituted about half 
of the population, since it was to them 
that the Charter applied. The speaker 
next indicated the reasons for the growth 
of discontent with the rule of John, 
which by 1213 had produced an alliance 
of churchmen and barons against the 
King. John sought to divide the coalition 
against him by settling his quarrel over 
who should be Archbishop of Canterbury 
with Pope Innocent III and by making 
England a papal fief. On the other hand, 
he was further weakened when his efforts 
to recover his lost territories in France 
were finally frustrated by Philip Augustus’ 
victory over John’s continental allies, 
aided by an English force, at Bouvines 
in 1214. John was so weakened by this 
failure that when many of his barons 
renounced their allegiance to him, he was 
compelled to come to terms with them.

The terms of what was supposed to 
be ‘a firm peace’ were thrashed out 
at Runnymede, a meadow beside the 
Thames between Windsor and Staines, 
where the great council of the Saxon 
Kings had been wont to meet. The 
speaker stressed that the barons saw 
themselves as building on the precedents 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 

The meeting was held at 3.15pm on 
Saturday, 28 March 2015 in the Lecture 
Hall of the Salisbury Museum. It was 
attended by about 120 people.

At the end of his first year as Chairman, 
Martin Knight welcomed the exceptionally 
large audience and, in particular, our 
President, the Lord Lieutenant of the 
county, Sarah Troughton. So popular had 
the event proved that Martin had been 
compelled to turn some Friends away for 
fear of exceeding the maximum permitted 
audience of the lecture hall, and he 
apologised for this.

The Minutes of the AGM of 2014 were 
approved and signed.

In his Report, the Chairman reviewed 
a highly successful year, during which 
about 50 new members had joined. The 
four excursions had been well supported 
and much appreciated, and the Summer 
Event at Roche Court had been well 
attended, much enjoyed and highly 
profitable. Ride and Stride had also 
raised a large amount of money, and 
the income from it and the sums raised 
by the Friends had enabled grants to be 
awarded to large numbers of churches.

These successes had been possible 
thanks to the efforts of many individuals, 
among whom the Chairman picked out: 
Charles Graham, who runs Ride and 
Stride; Brian Woodruffe, whose books 
and Christmas cards continue to raise 
large sums for the Friends; Madeleine, 
Countess of Bessborough, who had once 
again allowed the Summer Event to be 
held at Roche Court and had kindly 
donated to the Friends all the money 
paid for the supper which she provided; 
Luke Hughes, who had again seen to the 
printing of the Annual Report; and the 
leaders of the excursions.

Looking to the future, Martin 
commended to the Friends the events 
organised for 2015, such as the four 
planned excursions and the choral 
evensong at St John’s Devizes, to be held 
on 17 May, with the collection going to 
the Friends. Instead of the Summer Event 
at Roche Court, there is to be a concert 
at Edington Priory on 25 June, put on 
by Marlborough College Chamber Choir 
and the Choir of St Mary’s Calne.

The Chairman urged Friends to post 
on the website notice of local events 
likely to be of interest to the Friends 
more generally. He also announced the 
retirement of Morris Munns as Secretary 

Report on the Annual General Meeting 
and Annual Lecture held at the Salisbury 
Museum on Saturday 28 March 2015 
by David Evans

St John’s, Devizes.
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The Bill of Rights and constitutional 
settlement of 1689, which established 
the supremacy of Parliament, seemed 
to Englishmen finally to ensure that the 
underlying principles of Magna Carta 
were henceforth beyond challenge. 18th 
century Americans begged to differ on 
this point. A British Parliament in which 
they were unrepresented seemed to them 
no sort of guarantee of their liberties as 
free men and they fought Britain in their 
War of Independence to establish their 
point of view. Nor did Magna Carta cease 
to be relevant once independence was 
won. American government continues to 
be limited by the Constitution and the 
fundamental rights of the people. Many of 
these rights can be traced back to Magna 
Carta, which is even today appealed to 
in judgments of the Supreme Court. The 
American approach to constitution-

making and their insistence that 
governments must respect the fundamental 
rights of individuals has helped to shape 
the United Nations Organisation and the 
European Union. It is probably to the 
Americans that Magna Carta owes its 
worldwide fame, which was demonstrated 
by Nelson Mandela’s appeal to it against 
the evils of apartheid at his trial in 1964. 

The applause and interesting questions 
of the audience showed their appreciation 
of Lord Lisvane’s talk. Most Friends then 
proceeded to the Chapter House to view 
the Magna Carta exhibition and many 
rounded off the day by attending choral 
evensong in the Cathedral choir. 

of the Laws of Edward the Confessor 
and the Coronation Charter of Henry I, 
though Magna Carta was far more 
comprehensive than those earlier laws 
and concessions had been. Texts of the 
agreement were written out by chancery 
clerks: three of these survive. Evidently, 
extra writers had to be drafted in: hence 
the Salisbury text is in book, rather than 
chancery hand. These texts, duly sealed 
by the King in June 1215, were sent out 
to the localities.

The ‘firm peace’ which the Charter was 
meant to secure did not materialise, largely 
because John had only been playing for 
time. As soon as the Pope had declared 
the Charter null and void, John rejected it 
and war broke out between him and many 
of his barons, who pledged allegiance to 
Prince Louis, son and heir of the King of 
France. The Angevin dynasty was saved by 
the death of the unpopular King in 1216. 
The Charter was saved by the Regent for 
the young Henry III, who won support 

by reissuing it, somewhat altered, in 1216 
and again in 1217. When Henry began his 
personal rule in 1225, he yet again issued 
the Charter, now known as Magna Carta 
to distinguish it from a second charter, 
which limited the royal rights over forest 
land. The King had now accepted the 
provisions of the Charter of his own free 
will and a series of reissues during the 
reigns of Henry III and Edward I decisively 
established its status as a statement of the 
fundamental laws of the land.

The King of England was not the only 
13th century ruler to face attempts 
by his subjects to limit his power. 
Nonetheless, the speaker argued, 
Magna Carta is special. First, it was 
a grant of liberties to all free men and 
thus had a scope far greater than, say, 
the Hungarian Golden Bull of 1222. 
Second, the Charter had deep roots, 
building on precedents in the Saxon and 
Norman periods. Third, it represented 
an unambiguous rejection of the notion 
that royal power was unbridled and 
above the law. Finally, the Charter was 
important not only for what it said, but 
also for what it was believed to have 
said. The Charter did not enshrine the 
right to trial by jury, or the notion that 
taxes could be voted only by Parliament, 
but it came to be believed that it had 
established both of these principles.

Appeal to Magna Carta, therefore, 
came to be an important weapon in 
the armoury of those who criticised 
Stuart monarchs of the 17th century for 
denying the right of habeas corpus and 
taxing without parliamentary consent. 

Opposite: Detail of Salisbury’s Magna Carta.
Above: Representation of Magna Carta in glass 
doors at the UK Supreme Court, 2009.
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Some twenty of us assembled at St James, 
Trowbridge on a beautiful sunny day. 
Brian Woodruffe was as usual a most 
erudite and informative guide. 

A church was to be found here as early as 
1125 but it was rebuilt in Perpendicular 
style in the 15th century. By the 19th 
century it had decayed and was described 
as ‘a disgrace to the ecclesiastical 
community’. In 1841 Prebendary J.D. 
Hastings raised a fund of £8,000 to 
rebuild the church. Manners & Gill of 
Bath were entrusted with the task. They 
seem to have pretty much replicated the 
earlier building. The church suffered a 
fire in 1986 and damage from 20 feet of 
the tall spire falling on it.

Pevsner described the interior as looking 
‘distressingly new’. The most striking 
features are the wonderful blue nave 
‘angel’ roof and the pink plastered roof 
over the chancel.

The church has a number of good fittings: 
the 19th century floor of the baptistery; 
the brass lectern made by Singer of 
Frome; stained glass by Powell, Hardman, 
Joseph Bell of Bristol and Burlison & 
Gryls; the Norman coffin lid inscribed 
‘Ave Maria Gratia Plena Dominus Tecum; 
Hic sepelitur puella nomine Acelina’; and 
the tomb to the poet, the Rev George 
Crabbe who died in 1832 and was the 
author, inter alia, of ‘The Village’ and 
‘The Borough’ (whence ‘Peter Grimes’), 

with the inscription ‘breaking through 
the obscurity of his birth by the force of 
his genius’; a Victorian reredos modelled 
on the Last Supper by Leonardo da Vinci.

We then walked five minutes north to 
visit St Thomas the Apostle, Trowbridge. 
I had always wanted to visit this church 
since reading Pevsner’s description of it 
as ‘an original design certainly, but just a 
little nightmarish’. It was built 1868-70 
by a local builder called William Smith 
at a cost of £7,000 to Thomas Clark, 
a wealthy clothier. It is built of Bath 
stone and the outside has many gables. 
It is almost square - 66 feet by 55 feet. 
Until 1970 it was surmounted by a 140 
ton fleche. The interior is marred by 
various of the wooden pews having been 
removed and replaced by rather hideous 
green chairs. The wide crossing is rib 
vaulted. Splendid crisp carving can be 
found both on the capitals and also on 
the font and the pulpit, the last two made 
of expensive Caen stone. The columns 
and roof are painted. Some stencilling 
has vanished but there are various 
biblical texts concerning St Thomas still 
on the walls. The Bishop’s wooden chair 
is behind the altar. Both Powell and 
Hardman designed some stained glass.

We then went our separate ways at 
lunchtime before reconvening at St 
Michael and All Angels, Melksham. It is 
prettily set in a large close with a fine 
collection of table tombs. Pevsner stated: 

‘The church is a Perp church, nothing 
else matters›’. Brian demonstrated why 
this was not strictly true. It is a large 
church with a very wide nave. The 
tower was removed to the west end by 
T.H. Wyatt in 1845 and substantially 
rebuilt. The three bay south chapel was 
originally a separate building belonging 
to the Prioress of Amesbury Abbey. The 
relatively plain arcades are late 13th 
century. Street rebuilt the chancel. There 
are good mainly early 20th century 
fittings; a font made from Derbyshire 
alabaster; a wooden pulpit carved by 
Harry Hems of Exeter; a rood of 1921; 
a painting over the chancel arch of the 
Transfiguration; 18 Powell windows in 
the clerestory honouring predominantly 
West country saints and bishops from 
Joseph of Arimathea to Bishop Richard 
Poore of Salisbury; a Kempe window; the 
reredos by Ponting; numerous monuments 
including ones to the Jenkyns family.

Our final call was to All Saints, Westbury, 
again pleasantly situated in a close. The 
church was owned in the Middle Ages 
by Salisbury Cathedral which doubtless 
accounts for its large size. It has a 
cruciform central tower, with the third 
heaviest set of bells in the world. Some of 
the windows are Decorated and bear some 
resemblance to those at nearby Edington 
Priory. The church is however essentially 
Perpendicular. The chancel is wide and big. 
The reredos dates from 1915. Remnants 
of three chantry chapels can be found. 
Quite a lot of the glass in the church is by 
Heaton, Butler & Bayne. The monument 
in the south transept is to Sir James Ley, 
Chief Justice of the King’s Bench, who was 
created Earl of Marlborough by Charles I; 
two slightly battered effigies of him and 
his wife lie recumbent. 

We then parted, having spent, courtesy of 
Brian, a predictably enjoyable day.

St James’s, Trowbridge.

Excursion to West Wiltshire Town Churches
Led by Brian Woodruffe on Saturday 18 April 2015, by Michael Hodges
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A group of some thirty members of the 
Friends gathered at the ‘Castle Inn’ at 
Castle Combe on a perfect late spring 
morning for a perfect cup of coffee.
St Andrew’s Church in Castle Combe is in 
the centre of the village, set back slightly 
from the main street rightly famous for 
its traditional vernacular architecture, all 
of a piece in local limestone. We heard 
something of the history of the area 
and the village: there were Celtic and 
Roman settlements nearby, the latter 
at Nettleton, but the village was Saxon, 
with a tradition that Alfred the Great 
had defeated the Danes by the By Brook 
that flows through the village. The de 
Dunstanvilles held the manor by Henry 
I’s reign and built the castle; Sir Walter 
de Dunstanville’s late 13th century tomb 
is in the chapel to the N of the choir 
in the church, with mourners, rather 
than his children, around it. Later the 
Scropes held the manor and the widow 
of Sir Richard Scrope married the man 
who became ‘Sir John Falstaff’. Castle 
Combe was large enough to be described 
to us as a ‘wool town’, with 13 mills 
and 10 alehouses even down as far as 
Slaughterford on the other side of the 
present A4, and there are emblems of the 
weavers on the tower of the church. But 
the waters of the By Brook declined in 
the 18th century and so did the industry. 
The manor became an RAF hospital and 
then a hotel after the First World War.

The main body of the church was re-built 
‘faithfully’ in 1850, though the fine tower 
of mid-14th century date remains, with 
its ‘Somerset’ buttresses and pinnacles, 
and its fan vault. The fine 14th century 
chancel arch had saints rising up on either 
side, some of them identifiable, such as 
St James in his pilgrim’s garb. The east 
window is 13th century with interesting 
Victorian glass depicting a Jesse Tree. 
There is a priest’s door in the chancel and 
the woodwork of the vestry screen is a 
survival from the mediaeval rood screen. 
The nave arcades have shafts and hollows 
typical of the 15th century and the font 
with it’s ogee arches seems 14th century 
on an earlier base. The arms of Charles II 
are set over the south door. 

We moved on to the church of St Margaret 
of Antioch, Leigh Delamere, where the 
rumble of traffic from the M4 contrasts 
strangely with the narrow lanes and 
the few buildings around the church. 
The building is now in the care of the 
Churches Conservation Trust. We 
were made most welcome by Harriet 
Tupper, who gave us a detailed and most 
interesting introduction to the church. 
St Margaret, or St Marina in the 
Orthodox church, is the same St Margaret 
to whom St Margaret’s, Westminster 
is dedicated; an early Christian martyr, 
about whom several legendary stories are 
told, she is the patron saint of childbirth. 

Excursion to North West Wiltshire 
and Badminton Churches
Led by Eddie Buchan on Saturday 23 May 2015, by John Osborne

St Michael and All Angels, Melksham.
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The church was rebuilt by Joseph Neeld 
in 1846-8 on the same footprint as 
its mediaeval predecessor. Neeld had 
inherited the colossal fortune of his 
great-uncle, Philip Rundell, the royal 
goldsmith and silversmith. He became 
MP for Chippenham and bought the 
manor of Grittleton, where he began the 
present house, now a school, with James 
Thompson as the main architect; he then 
employed Thompson to re-build the church, 
rectory and almshouses at Leigh Delamere. 
The monument to Neeld by the organ 
in the church lists many virtues, though 
a contemporary source reported him as 
not ‘over-endowed with brains’ and his 
marriage to Lady Caroline Ashley-Cooper, 
daughter of the 6th Earl of Shaftesbury, 
ended swiftly in scandal, acrimony and 
separation. Why did Neeld have himself 
commemorated here at Leigh Delamere 
rather than at Grittleton, I wonder? 
Perhaps because this building was all his 
own work, a private chapel, as it were.

The church’s original mediaeval bell 
turret was removed and is now on the 
gable of the school that we saw en 
route at Sevington, and a replacement, 
Thompson’s work, is now in situ at 
Leigh Delamere.

Thompson’s colourful and dramatic 
interior contains some curious elements; 
for instance, the nave arcades seem to be 
replicas of their mediaeval predecessors, 
yet the arches on the south side have 
no capitals and those on the north each 
have three subsidiary arches dividing 
them. The north aisle is in effect the 
Neeld chapel, with a painted roof and 

encaustic tiles on the floor, and, besides 
the monuments to Neeld and to Sir John, 
his brother and successor to the estate, 
contains a fine organ by Bowles of Bristol. 
The original pulpit was removed to 
Grittleton church and the present stone 
pulpit was originally a reading desk. 

The eye is especially drawn, as Victorian 
churchmanship intended, towards the 
colourful chancel and sanctuary. Note the 
stained glass, the paintwork on the roof, 
around the windows and on the aumbry 
and piscina, and the Minton tiles on the 
floor of the chancel, but the dominating 
feature is the reredos, with the figures of 
Christ and the Evangelists by B.H. Bailey, 
based on Thorvaldsen’s reredos at St 
John, Bethnal Green. 

The remarkable, but perhaps now 
controversial stained glass throughout the 
church is by T. Wilmshurst: the five-light 
crucifixion in the west window, with the 
darkening effect of its ‘strident colours’, 
as Pevsner calls them, was not to the taste 
of all our party, but the dove descending 
in the roundel at the east end, the prophets 
in the single light windows of the chancel 
and the New Testament scenes in the 
aisles (Virgin and Child, Christ’s Baptism, 
the Deposition from the Cross and the 
Resurrection) are certainly eye-catching. 

We continued to St Mary and St Ethelbert, 
Luckington, neatly situated by Luckington 
Court just on the edge of the village and 
approached down an open grassy track. 
One of the sources of the River Avon is 
in the valley below. Luckington Court 
was used as Longbourn, the home of the 

Bennet sisters, in the filming of the BBC’s 
Pride and Prejudice. Notable residents 
of the village have included Sir Stewart 
Menzies, the head of MI6, on whom Ian 
Fleming based his character ‘M’, and 

Captain Robert Treeck, a pre-WW2 
German agent who leased the house 
next door to Sir Stewart’s and joined the 
Beaufort Hunt, of which Sir Stewart was 
already a member. Treeck disappeared in 
1939. Bizarre stuff.

The dedication of the church is unusual, 
but Hereford cathedral is also dedicated 
to Saints Mary and Ethelbert, and the 
Earls of Hereford held the manor which 
became Luckington Court at the time 
that this church was built in the 11th 
century. The building is cruciform and 
the lower storeys of the tower are 13th 
century, with the uppermost being a 
Perpendicular addition. One of the bells 
is pre-Reformation. Inside, we noted the 
late 12th century nave arcade with its 
trumpet-shaped scalloped capitals; the 
Norman font; the 13th century chancel, 
restored by Blomfield in 1872; and the 
13th century Purbeck-shafted windows 
in the south chapel. Kempe’s glass in the 
east windows contains images of the two 
saints to whom the church is dedicated, 
and of William of Malmesbury, holding 
a model of the church. The doorway 
to the rood loft survives with a carved 
corbel of a lady nearby, and the 
mediaeval niches behind the pulpit 
would once have contained statues.

The ‘Old Royal Ship’ in Luckington 
provided a good lunch very efficiently – 
all the more efficiently because nearly all 
the group had ordered their lunches from 
the menus circulated by Eddie Buchan in 
advance. A big ‘thank you’ to Eddie, and 
to the staff of the pub, for making this 
happen so expeditiously.

St Ethelbert, Luckington.
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After lunch we continued, somewhat 
circuitously via a diversion, to St Mary 
the Virgin, Sopworth, a lovely village 
with its church included in the county 
of Wiltshire geographically, but joined 
with the parish of Great Badminton 
(see below) in the diocese of Gloucester. 
HRH the Prince of Wales is a parishioner 
and regular worshipper here, and in 
his absence on this occasion we were 
able to gaze upon the royal hassock in 
the first pew. The tower is of the 15th 
century but the main part of the building 
was heavily restored in 1871. There is a 
print which shows the church before this 
restoration and two of the windows seem 
to be of re-used older stonework. Some 
of the structural features in the interior 
seem oddly proportioned, but there is 
a Jacobean pulpit and a fine window of 
the three Marys, designed and made by 
Morris and Burne-Jones for Bradford 
Cathedral but re-routed here after the 
restoration of 1871. We admired the 13th 
century font and a brass candelabrum, 
a gift from a former rector, and noted 
a monument with an inscription very 
much of its era to a ‘lady in every respect 
worthy of her husband’.

We drove through the Badminton estate 
and Badminton village to the church of 
St Michael, Great Badminton, which is 
situated up against the house itself. We 
were warmly received here by Mrs Sheila 
Michael, the Secretary of the PCC. The 
building, on the site of a mediaeval 
chapel of which no trace remains, is 
in the classical style of St Martin’s-in-
the-Fields, dating from 1783-5, with 
Cotswold stone, Welsh slate and timber 

from the Badminton estate. The box 
pews are especially fine and there is a 
west gallery with separate access from 
the house for members of the ducal 
family. The chancel was extended in the 
19th century to accommodate Grinling 
Gibbons’ colossal monument to the 
1st Duke of Beaufort (ob. 1699) which 
Queen Victoria evicted from St George’s 
Chapel, Windsor. We inspected various 
other monuments to later Dukes and 
their families and especially admired 
Rysbrack’s memorials to the 2nd and 
4th Dukes (ob. 1714 and 1752) and 
Williment’s mid-19th century heraldic 
stained glass in the windows of the nave.

This excellent day was rounded off with a 
good tea next door to the church. 

Many thanks to Eddie Buchan for 
planning and managing the whole day 
so efficiently and for creating just the 
right sort of programme of visits and 
refreshments to attract and interest 
members. It was much appreciated.

The excursion began in sunshine at 
the Church of St Mary Magdalene, 
Fifehead Magdalen, a Dorset village in 
the Blackmore Vale. Michael Hodges 
welcomed about 36 Friends and gave 
us the early history of the church. The 
Doomsday Book recorded a manor here 
which was to be acquired in the late 12th 
century by the Abbey of St Augustine 
in Bristol. This small, essentially 14th 
century building, has a stone roof, a 
south tower and porch and a chancel 
with a steep pointed arch. Four two-
tiered, brass chandeliers, suspended from 
barrel-vaulted ceilings, offer elegance 
against untreated stone walls. The Vicar, 
The Reverend Andrea Hagenbuch, met 
us; she had kindly displayed the silver 
communion cup and cover of 1573 and 
a paten of 1822 on the altar.

The star attraction is in a small 18th 
century mortuary chapel. Rising 
above a jumble of vestry furniture is 

a magnificent marble wall monument 
to Sir Richard Newman, Baronet, who 
died in 1721. The sculptor Henry 
Cheere produced three fine busts of 
Sir Richard, his wife and son, placed 
on top of an obelisk; below are three 
low-relief busts of his daughters. The 
Newman family rented the manor from 
1408 and purchased it at the time of the 
Restoration; its tenure ended in 1775.

In 1904-05 extensive restoration work 
to the roof and fabric was undertaken. 
The project also saw the installation of 
new stained glass, a reredos containing 
paintings of scenes from the life of St 
Mary Magdalene, both by Dorset artist, 
Percy Buckman, and a charming patent 
chamber organ.

We then headed north to the Church 
of St Nicholas, Silton, a hamlet, still in 
Dorset. Noticeable features are gargoyles 
on the west tower. The interior has a fine 

Excursion to North Dorset and  
South West Wiltshire Churches
Led by Michael Hodges on Saturday 18 July 2015, by Clare Miles

Above: Window detail at St Nicholas, Silton.
Opposite: Chancel roof at St Nicholas, Silton.
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Tudor barrel roof, a Norman southern 
arcade and Perpendicular work in the 
south aisle, chancel and in the small 
north chapel, now a vestry, which has 
a fan vault. Dominating the nave is a 
grandiose marble monument to Sir Hugh 
Wyndham, Chief Justice of the Court of 
Common Pleas at Westminster under the 
Commonwealth and Charles II. It was 
made in 1692 by the Flemish sculptor, 
John van Nost. Wyndham is a standing 
figure in legal robes, flanked by seated, 
grieving figures of his two daughters. 
Heraldic emblems and barley twist 
columns complete the design. 

The interior has a stylistic consistency 
which appealed to our tour leader. This 
comes from the delicate Victorian 
stencilling of the walls and organ pipes, 
Minton floor tiles, brass work, reredos 
and stained glass, all furnished by the 
prolific ecclesiastical design firm of 
Clayton and Bell in the 1870s. Alfred Bell 
was Silton born and bred and a generous 
benefactor. Even the pineapple, fleur-de-
lys and rosette motifs of the stencilling 
appear in a set of hassocks made in 
1986. The church is well supported and 
independent and traditional in character.

From the site of the long demolished 
Wyndham mansion we headed north 
again to the Church of St Michael the 
Archangel, Mere. Its 15th century tower 
with pinnacles is a landmark for the area. 
Betjeman’s comment was, ‘One of the 
great churches of Wiltshire’.
Only fragments of the Norman church 
remain. The exterior combines mainly 
Decorated work with some stylish 

Perpendicular elements. A spacious 
interior presents an abundance of wooden 
tracery in the late mediaeval Rood 
Screen and screens to the side chapels. 
Added to this display is the excellent 
workmanship of the benches made in 
1638-41 and carved by ‘Walter the Joiner’ 
of Maiden Bradley. The bench ends are 
decorated with semi circles, shells and 
knobs. With us was Luke Hughes who 
has studied similar benches and pews of 
this area and date. He pointed out traces 
of old ‘pew’ hinges and explained that 
alterations to these benches were made 
in the 19th century with good copies 
added to provide more seating. Around 
the church are precious artefacts: a 1398 
brass monument, misericords, a rare 
Royal Arms of James II and high quality 
Victorian stained glass.

Many thanks are due to Julian and Lavinia 
Seymour who very kindly provided us 
with hospitality and a delicious lunch at 
Waterdale House in Milton.

Then on to the Church of St Peter and 
St Paul, Longbridge Deverill. On approach 
we saw a west tower and three separate 
roofs for the body of the building. The 
interior seemed a little confusing with its 
bold fittings of many different periods. 
Early Norman work survives within the 
14th century nave. Windows are mostly 
Perpendicular with mid-Victorian fabric 
in the chancel and chapels. In 1931 a new 
window by C.E. Kempe marked the 8th 
centenary of the church.

Longleat House was originally within 
the parish; the Thynne family who built 

it originated from Longbridge Deverill. 
Above the family vault in the Bath 
Chapel are a simple tablet to Sir John 
Thynne who died in 1580, a neo-classical 
marble monument to Thomas, Second 
Marquis of Bath, by Francis Chantry, 
and another to his wife Isabella who 
died in 1830. A free-standing Thynne 
monument of 1887, an iron water stoop, 
was designed by Alfred Gilbert in a 
punchy, near art nouveau style.

Patriotic Canon Brocklebank encouraged 
a high local recruitment of soldiers at 
the beginning of the First World War. 
He later installed a moving painted war 
memorial and a carved wooden reredos 
which contained figures of British saints 
and of his son, Captain Morrice, who 
was killed in the War.

The fifth visit took us to All Saints 
Church, Maiden Bradley, set in a large 
churchyard. Gargoyles are on the 
corners of the west tower and the south 
porch roof. The oldest architecture of 
the light hall-like interior dates from 
1175 and includes very early examples 
of pointed gothic arches. Elsewhere 
the building is mainly 14th century in 
date. Alterations were made in 1589 and 
1610. 17th century box pews uniformly 
fill the nave and aisles. They display fine 
joinery and carved shell-top pew ends 
which compare very closely in design 
to the benches seen at Mere, suggesting 
a common craftsman. Luke Hughes 
described the reordering of the 1630s 
which widely encouraged the provision 
of seating that had not existed prior to 
1600. He explained that in a Victorian 

Top: Pew detail, St Michael’s, Mere.
Bottom: Font at St Peter and St Paul, 
Longbridge Deverell.
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reorganisation the pews would probably 
have been reduced in height.

In 1899 Algernon, 15th Duke of Somerset, 
installed a copy of a monument to his 
ancestor, Sir John Seymour, who died in 
1536. An exquisite stained glass memorial 
window for Algernon himself was made 
by Christopher Whall in 1923, it depicts 
the biblical Sower and Reaper with angels 
watering the land. 

The enduring image from a visit to this 
church is of the refined, white and grey 
marble monument of 1727 to Sir Edward 
Seymour, 4th Baronet, by the Flemish 
sculptor, Michael Rysbrack. Above the 
life-size, reclining figure of Sir Edward is a 
laudatory text. He held high offices under 
Charles II and built a vast mansion close 
to the church. Michael, indeed all of us, 
relished his quoting Pepys who described 
the man as ‘high, proud and saucy’; the 
marks of patrician haughtiness were there 
in front of us!

Our final visit was to St Peter’s Church, 
Stourton, a small building in a superb 
setting overlooking the lake and gardens 
of The National Trust’s Stourhead Estate. 
The church belongs to the Upper Stour 
Parish within the Diocese of Salisbury.

There exists a 1291 reference to a church 
at Stourton when Ralph de Stourton 
was Lord of the Manor. The core of the 
church is early 14th century with a later 
Perpendicular construction of the tower 
and windows. In 1714 the estate passed 
to the banker, Henry Hoare, who 
built Stourhead House. His son, also 

Henry, created the celebrated garden. 
Fine monuments to both men are to be 
found in the church. Currently, Henry 
Hoare, a Vice-President of the Friends 
of Wiltshire Churches, owns an adjacent 
estate and remains a patron of the living.

The church has a simple crenellated tower 
and parapet with pierced quatrefoils 
placed there by Colt Hoare in the early 
19th century for Picturesque effect. The 
interior has stone walls, lightened by a 
flat, white partitioned ceiling. Medieval 
tombs with good, if damaged, figures 
remain. Improvements were made in 
Victorian times, to embellish with stained 
glass and to accommodate an expanding 
congregation. 

All of us who attended this memorable 
excursion are grateful to Michael Hodges 
for presenting it with erudition and 
humour. Thanks are also due to Luke 
Hughes for his contributions and to the 
members of some churches who welcomed 
us and offered additional information.

Sadly, the beautiful weather we were 
promised for the day never materialised. 
So we remained in the gloom that had 
plagued us for most of August.

But almost 50 souls (a record, I am 
told) arrived at Fyfield to start the day’s 
pilgrimage. And pilgrimage it was. This 
was the theme of the day ever since 
Martin Palmer, an eminent theological 
historian, had discovered a large number 
of carvings on the walls of Winterbourne 
Bassett church back in 2012. On further 
research, he has concluded that all the 
churches in the Upper Kennet benefice 
were on a mediaeval pilgrim trail, centred 
on Avebury whence pilgrims would 
make their way to Marshfield and Bristol. 
From there they would sail to Spain and 
onwards to Santiago de Compostella. 

The small pretty church of St Nicholas, 
Fyfield lies close to the old Roman road 
which probably crossed the river Kennet 
at the end of the lane close by. The church 
has Norman or even Saxon origins 
and was heavily restored in the mid-
19th century – but not by Ponting who 
happened to live in the next door village 
of Lockeridge. John pointed out the lovely 
Norman font, of which we have so many 
in the area, and the triple lancet window. 
As is often the case, the old masonry was 
probably used in the restoration.

Clare went on to tell us that the ceiling 
was full of Roman Catholic symbolism: 
carved circles enclosing the symbol of 
the trinity. It was probably sealed up 
during the Reformation and uncovered 
in 1634, denoted by the carving of the 
date which is a year after Laud, who was 
more sympathetic to Catholicism, became 
archbishop. We noted carved circles and 
saltires on the walls. In Anglo-Saxon 
times, it was the custom for worshippers 
to pass down to the altar. It was clear to 
see that the west door, and consequently 
the west end, would have been much 
higher. The carving of the cosmos would 
have been made by knives or shears 
which could be used as compasses. 

On the outside there were many carvings 
covered by lichen, including fine 
examples of Tau crosses.

We then made our way to Broad Hinton 
and the church dedicated to St Peter ad 
Vincula. This is a rare dedication: the 
most famous being the Chapel Royal in 
the Tower of London. The dedication here 
only dates from the 1879 restoration by 
Ponting. John pointed out the interesting 
lattice window just to the west of the 
south door but the most noticeable feature 
was the large monument to Sir Thomas 
Wroughton. Legend has it that he returned 
from hunting to find his wife, Anne, 

Excursion to the 
Upper Kennet Valley Churches
Led by John Osborne & Clare Knight on 
Saturday 5 September 2015, by Martin Knight 

Marble monument to Sir Edward Seymour.
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reading the Bible instead of cooking his 
supper. He flung the Bible in the fire but 
she retrieved it, badly burning her hands. 
Because of this blasphemous behaviour, 
Sir Thomas’ hands withered away too, as 
did those of his children. Clare reported 
that Martin Palmer believed that this 
church almost certainly had a relic which 
would be visited by pilgrims on their way 
to Avebury. There were some beautiful 
carvings full of Catholic symbolism on the 
side panels above a tomb in the chancel: 
it was unusual to see such symbols which 
had survived the Reformation. There was 
an unidentified tomb close to the altar, 
believed by Martin Palmer to be that of 
an abbess who may have had links to 
Glastonbury. 

The final stop before lunch was at the 
enchanting church of St Nicholas, Berwick 
Bassett, now in the hands of the Churches 
Conservation Trust, and cared for lovingly 
by the White family who live in the Farm 
House next door. Here was bare simplicity 
but to note were the 13th century font and 
the 15th century screen, together with a 
brass in the chancel dedicated to a bishop. 

Clare led us round the outside (note, 
always walking in the direction in which 
the sun moves). On the walls were many 
carvings of crosses and sun or mass dials. 
But, of particular interest, was a beautiful 
carving of a helmeted man, on a window 
frame on the north side. Bishop? Warrior? 
Who knows!

David and Diana White very kindly invited 
us into their lovely home for a drink 
before lunch. David was able to explain 
that the 15th century building comprised 
three separate tumble down dwellings 
when they moved there. They have now 
converted it into a fine family home. 

Our grateful thanks go to them for their 
generous hospitality. 

The White Horse Inn in Winterbourne 
Bassett provided us with an excellent 
lunch. This, in spite of our numbers 
filling them up to the gunnels and their 
contending with a separate funeral party.

St James’ Church at Avebury sits in the 
middle of their huge stone circle, dating 
from around 2500 bc. John pointed out 
the beautiful Norman doorway as we 
entered. We were able to see the obvious 
variations in the makeup of the church 
as it now stands: the earliest parts dating 
from ad 1000. Originally there were 
no aisles. The north wall of the nave 
was also one of the outer walls of the 
Saxon church, at the top of which are 
three original round windows. Aisles 
were added in the 12th century in the 
Norman style. Wider aisles were built in 
the 15th century, and the aisle columns 
were replaced during the Victorian era, 
but we can still see some remnants of 
the originals. There is also a large and 
impressive Norman tub font. Perhaps 
the most dominant feature is the rood 
screen, mainly Victorian but with the loft 
dating from the 14th century, which was 
unearthed from the south aisle during the 
church’s restoration in the 19th century.

Clare then explained that we had now 
reached the gathering point for pilgrims 
on their way to Santiago. The impressive 

skew passage linking the north aisle 
to the chancel was a form of crowd 
control, allowing pilgrims to pass by a 
probable relic, receive a blessing and 
then perhaps prostrate themselves on the 
large cross that was carved on the floor. 
She explained that there was a pattern 
of churches with skew passages in the 
surrounding area which indicated a route 
through Avebury and beyond.

There were many knife marks (crosses 
and circles) inside the church: possibly 
bored pilgrims? Outside, we noted the 
scallop shells (the sign of St James) on the 
frame of the west door.

Our final port of call was at the church 
of St Katherine & St Peter, Winterbourne 
Bassett. John described this as a fine 
example of the Decorated style as 
indicated by many of the windows. Besides 
the east window, which was probably 
moved from the north transept, there are 
only a few small fragments of stained glass 
(pre-Reformation), allowing the clear glass 
windows to give the church a very bright 
feel. We noted the beautifully carved Easter 

Above: St James, Avebury.
Opposite: St Katherine and St Peter, 
Winterboune Bassett.
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Sepulchre with the tomb now thought to 
be of Adeliza de Lisle and her husband 
Reginald Dunstanville, the founder of the 
original church.

Clare reminded us that this is where the 
whole story of pilgrimage in the area 
had begun with Martin Palmer’s exciting 
discoveries back in 2012. The church is 
covered in carvings of Jerusalem crosses, 
cosmoses and even some beautiful 
carvings of stags with crosses in their 
antlers, associated with St Hubertus 
(possibly carved by Belgian pilgrims?) in 
the base of the tower. In particular, she 
pointed out several crosses of St Andrew, 
the badge of pilgrims, and even such 
a cross interwoven in the crossing of 
arches at right-angles to each other. All 
these symbols have led Martin Palmer to 
conclude that this church, in particular 
the north aisle, was an overnight resting 
place for pilgrims.

Outside, we noted many more carvings of 
sundials and crosses, particularly on the 
north door frame which had been so well 
preserved by being inside the church until 
its restoration in the 19th century.

A warming cup of tea and cake was a 
most welcome feature at the end of a 
day which we hope will have inspired 
many of us to look at all our churches 
with an even more inquisitive eye to 
seek out graffiti! Our grateful thanks 
to John and Clare.

Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust 
(WHCT) Treasurer’s report for the 
year ended 31st March 2015
by Peter Smith, Hon Treasurer

The net assets of the WHCT stood as of 
31st March 2014 at £282,855 (£284,000 
as of 31st March 2013).

The gross income of the WHCT for the 
year was just short of £101,000.

The Friends had income of £11,650 from 
membership fees and Gift Aid, £4,810 
from activities, £2,650 from donations, 
£1,380 from ongoing sales of Brian 
Woodruffe’s book The Parish Churches 
of Wiltshire and £1390 from the sales of 
Christmas cards, i.e. a total of £21,880; 
against this costs of £2,860 (mainly 

postage and printing) had been incurred, 
leading to a profit of £19,020 (£18,940 
in the year to March 2013).

The WHCT gave 30 grants totalling 
£74,850 for the year to 31st March 2014.

Full details of the Audited Accounts for 
the year ended 31st March 2014 are 
made available for viewing online at 
the Charity Commission website  
(www.charitycommission.gov.uk)  
by entering the WHCT’s Registered 
Charity Number 1075598.

Right: St Margaret of Antioch, Leigh Delamere.
Opposite: St Thomas the Apostle, Trowbridge.



Legacies
Please remember the Wiltshire 
Historic Churches Trust in your will. 
The Registered Charity number of the 
WHCT is 1075598.


